《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Samuel》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL.
In the ancient Hebrew, these two books form but one, and are called the book of Samuel. The tradition of the Jews is, that the life and ministry of this great prophet and judge of Israel, was written by himself; and that from the twenty fourth chapter, Nathan the prophet, and Gad the seer, continued the history, as may also be inferred from 1 Chronicles 29:29. “Now the acts of David the king, first and last, they are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the seer.”—The exceptions are, that three distinct histories are here named, as written by the prophets whose names they bear. It is further alleged, that the two books of Samuel are not the production of those three prophets, because they speak of Samuel in the third person, and in terms which a man cannot modestly use of himself: “That Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life; and he went from year to year in circuit, to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places.” To this another exception is taken, that Achish gave Ziglag to David; “wherefore Ziglag pertains to the kings of Judah to this day,” 1 Samuel 27:6; for the phrase, kings of Judah, was not in use till after the secession of the ten tribes.—It is replied, that Samuel might justly speak those things of himself, when he knew in hoary age that the Hebrews wanted a king. Job does this, chap. 29., when tacitly accused. St. Paul does the same with regard to his revelations, when slandered by Jewish teachers. 2 Corinthians 12. To which we add the testimony of Isidorus and others, that David finished the book of Samuel. It is replied, that Ezra and other holy scribes are not accused of falsifying, nor of altering the form of the sacred books; neither was it in their power to do so, for the Jews in Egypt, and in the Greek Islands, had the sacred books, the same as the Jews in Babylon; and the collation of manuscripts do but exhibit verbal variations. It is replied, that the phrase to this day, which occurs seven times in the book of the Judges and of Samuel, were marginal references copied into the text for the sake of elucidation.—It is but just to add, that writers of the Socinian school are the most prominent to revive those long-refuted caveats against the sacred volume. Grotius abounds with them; and what can be the motive for attempts to throw all the sacred books as late as possible in the annals of the church, but to depreciate their antiquity, and substitute philosophy for revelation. The fathers of the primitive church act a contrary part. Tertullian affirms, that Moses was contemporary with king Inachus; he affirms that the autographs of St. Paul were still preserved in the churches to whom he wrote. The sacred text in all ages has been regarded as the first trust of heaven to the poor benighted mind of man. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-28
1 Samuel 1:1. Ramathaim-zophim. The latter name being plural, refers to high towers; but Ramathaim was afterwards called Arimathea, the town of Joseph the ruler, twenty miles from Jerusalem. But Zuph had formerly lived in Bethlehem or Ephrath, as in Ruth 1:2.

1 Samuel 1:3. Went up yearly to worship at the three feasts, as required. Deuteronomy 16.

1 Samuel 1:9. The temple of the Lord. היכל ha-yecal.
(1) Palaces, or magnificent buildings, as ivory palaces. Psalms 45:9. 

(2) Temple, a Latin word, designating the place of contemplation or devotion.

The Greek employed the terms νεως and ιερον. The neos of the Greeks is the same as the Hebrew נוה, Navah. Habitation, or he dwelt, as in Exodus 15:2 : “I will prepare him a habitation.” The words of Solomon indicate the same; “The Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands.” Hence the nave of a church. In simplicity of life, the sacred mysteries were in houses, but when magnificent superstructures were erected for devotion, they were called temples.

1 Samuel 1:17. Go in peace. Eli generously acknowledged his mistake; and surely the pope is not less liable to err. We never find a highpriest of the Lord who styled himself infallible.
1 Samuel 1:20. Samuel; that is, asked of God: a memorial of an answer to prayer. Impending circumstances seem to have conferred the most remarkable names on Jews, Greeks, and Romans.

REFLECTIONS.
Before God humbled the haughty house of Eli, he provided a restorer to the house of Israel, uniting in the person of Samuel the glorious characters of prophet and judge. In every step of providence God has his eye on his people’s good. We should therefore never distrust his care, though we should see the sanctuary crowded with profane men, and a dark cloud overspreading the lustre of the church. We have here a fresh instance of the unhappiness occasioned by polygamy. Elkanah, not content without issue, took a second wife, who swelled with the pride of children, and insulted Hannah, the best of women. So was Sarah mocked by Hagar; and so will mischief always attend deviation from the pure and holy law of heaven.

But insults had a happy effect on Hannah. She wept and prayed before the Lord; she poured out all the vehemence and anguish of her soul in Shiloh; and that was far better than to have returned the reproaches of her adversary, in bitterness of language. Thus grace makes favourite souls worthy of its gifts before they are bestowed; and those children which are given in answer to prayer are likely to be the greatest support to a family, and ornament to the church. Let us earnestly plead with God for the good things we want; a praying spirit is a sure sign that some blessing is suspended over our heads. This woman was importunate with God; and so much so, that neither Elkanah’s comfort, nor Eli’s revolting and rash reproof, had effect on her fervent soul. She wept and prayed till her heart had uttered all its anguish, and fully prevailed with God.

But Eli, severe and rash in reproving this afflicted woman, and criminally lenient in reproving his profligate sons, should teach us to examine before we reprove. Ministers especially should be cautious of giving reproof to people in the house of God. A sharp word uttered by his lips, and totally founded on mistake, should put him to the blush. A single error of this kind greatly diminishes the sobriety of his judgment, the weight of his ministry; and may do mischief to the individual for years to come. The smallest atonement for so great a fault is to make, like Eli, a public acknowledgment of his error.

Hannah, to obtain a son, made a vow that she would devote him a Nazarite to the Lord, for regarding a son so given as the peculiar gift of heaven, not less so than the preservation of Moses, and the singular birth of Samson, she conceived herself at liberty to vow in this way; and her husband, not believing till he saw the ground of hope, it would seem, never contradicted her; and hence her words were binding. The laws of a Nazarite have been considered in Numbers 6., and exemplified in the case of Samson. Seeing God was pleased with Hannah’s peculiar vows, let all parents learn to devote their children most solemnly to God by prayer, and by baptism; and in the way prescribed by the new covenant, which is made to us and to our children. Samuel at length being born, Hannah’s joy, and Israel’s hope, she gave him a name corresponding with the circumstances of his birth. It is well to raise memorials to perpetuate the mercies of the Lord. This child she carefully nursed; nor would she go to Shiloh till he was weaned, that she might pay her vows in the sight of her son; and till he was so tutored that he could pray, and worship before the Lord. So God changed her tears and prayers to songs of praise and thanksgiving: and so in one way or other, shall all the troubles of good men work for their present and eternal joy. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-36
1 Samuel 2:1. Hannah said, my heart rejoiceth. This song is much admired: the lines form a constellation of appropriate beauties. The composition is perfect in its kind. The phrases are short, and the sentiments brilliant. The soul of the poetess was full of her subject.

1 Samuel 2:12. Sons of Belial, as in Deuteronomy 13:13. They committed sacrilege; they committed adulteries on a notorious scale; they despised their father, and all judicial reproof; they filled up their measure, and sinned unto death. Solomon might refer to this, in Proverbs 29:1.

1 Samuel 2:18. Samuel—girded with a linen ephod. From infancy the Lord apparently raised him to the rank of priest and prince. What other levite ever wore an ephod? David wore it, for the day, when he danced before the ark. 2 Samuel 6:14.

1 Samuel 2:22. Women that assembled, is a correct reading of the Hebrew. Women congregated from different places for devotion: yet some versions would turn the word for “women that served,” virgins and matrons. If so, the crime of the priests was double. Many vestal virgins in the temples of the heathens have been put to death on violating their vows, by proving pregnant.

1 Samuel 2:25. Because the Lord would slay them. The Hebrew particle vau, neither designates the cause of their destruction, nor the direct and absolute intention of God to cut them off in their sins; it is used to declare the conditional intention of God, in case of their final impenitency. So also is the plain comment of Jerome. Epis. ad Hedib. tom. 1 Samuel 3:9-10. So likewise is the gloss of Augustine. Tom. 10. ser. 88, De Temp. The gloss therefore of Calvin, which imputes their destruction to the decrees of God, is unsupported by ancient authority.

1 Samuel 2:27. A man of God; and truly so, for all his words came to pass. God mostly warns before he strikes, though sometimes the lightning kills before the thunder is heard. Aaron’s race in the line of Phinehas had now held the priesthood for seven generations.

1 Samuel 2:30. I said indeed that thy house and the house of thy father should walk before me for ever; but now the Lord saith, Be it far from me. This text is very important, as it throws light on the nature of the covenant, and in conjunction with many other passages of similar import. Hence when once perfectly understood, it will be a key to all those passages. It is the basis of that great and most sanctifying truth, that every covenant of God has its CONDITIONS. On this passage, our Poole quotes R. Lipsom to the same effect: Omnia pacta, quibus paciscitur Deus, cum adversa, tum prospera, omnia ista sub conditione decernit. Syn. Crit. Because Phinehas boldly purged the camp of Israel from idolatry and fornication, God gave to him and his seed the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. Numbers 25:10-13. But his children proving unfaithful, as is supposed, forfeited the privileges and blessings of the pontificate. And when Eli was pious in his youth, and called in a divine manner to be judge of Israel, God conferred on him the blessings forfeited by the children of Phinehas. So the promise of an everlasting priesthood passed from Eliezar’s line to Eli’s, who, according to Josephus, was descended from Ithamar, Aaron’s youngest son. God promised and sware to Abraham, that his seed should possess the gates of their enemies; yet, awful to say, when Israel had revolted against him, and worshipped the calf, he tempted Moses not to pray for them, saying, “Let me alone that I may consume them in a moment, and I will make of thee a greater nation than they.” The promise and oath of God are the two immutable things in which it was not possible for him to lie; therefore he would have raised up of Moses the Messiah to fulfil his word. Just so he reprobated all Israel for rejecting the Messiah, except a small converted remnant, and he elected the gentiles in their place. Romans 9:10-11.

Saul, we find also, and his posterity were fully elected to the throne; but on account of his repeated acts of disobedience, Samuel said to him, “Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which he commanded thee; for now the Lord [stabiliveret] had established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue.” 1 Samuel 13:13-14. Against these conditions it will be objected, that God says, though the mountains depart, and the hills be removed, my kindness shall not depart from thee; neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed. Isaiah 54:10. Jeremiah 31:35-36. St. Paul also says, that the gifts and callings of God are without repentance. Romans 11:29. The plain answers to these are to be found in the writings of the same prophets and apostles; viz. that the conditions of the covenant are sometimes expressed, and sometimes omitted; and it is evident that where they are not expressed, they are implied. This will fully appear, if the reader will have the goodness to consult the following passages. Jeremiah 23:7-9. Ezekiel 18:24-26. 2 Corinthians 6:2. Hebrews 3:12; Hebrews 4:1. Romans 11:20-22. 2 Timothy 2:12. Revelation 2:4-5. To this it will be farther objected, that the Jewish covenant had its conditions; but that the gospel covenant has no conditions. But this objection is completely done away by the proofs which are adduced. The Jewish and the Christian covenants are in fact both one; the gospel was mixed in all the promises made to Israel, and in all their worship. “To them was the gospel preached as well as unto us.” Hence, it is well said, “so run that ye may obtain: let no man take thy crown.” And again, “giving all diligence to make your calling and election sure.” If God spared not Phinehas, Eli, and Saul; “if he spared not the natural branches,” all the unbelieving Jews, “take heed lest he spare not thee.”

1 Samuel 2:31. I will cut off thine arm. The LXX, thy seed. Abiathar, who conspired against Solomon, was the last. We afterwards find Azariah executing the priest’s office. 1 Chronicles 6:7-10.

REFLECTIONS.
Hannah, now so distinguished by her faith and prayer, after a space of eight or ten years, brought her devoted son, that she might pay her vows in Shiloh. The last time she bowed in the sanctuary of God, it was all weeping and tears, now it was all songs and rejoicing. Her horn being exalted above her enemy, she magnified the salvation of God, who has no equal in holiness and strength. She put to silence the tongue of the arrogant, and associated herself with the warriors and the princes, who had risen from obscurity to splendour. In the transports of sacred song she saw her son presiding over Israel, and extricating them from all their miseries: for by living to anoint Saul, and David, he laid the foundation of glory to Israel.— So shall the poor despised and afflicted believer, if he continue faithful to his God, triumph over all his foes. He shall return to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be on his head; and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

From Hannah’s joy we come to Eli’s tears. This old man lived, in a manner to adopt a son, designated to eclipse his lustre, and bear away the laurels of his house. And mark; yes, mark well, oh my soul, the cause of so great a fall. The sons of Eli were sons of Belial, lawless, wicked men. Being proud and voluptuous, they robbed God of the fat, and the people of the flesh. Rioting in wine instead of weeping for Israel, they filled their own hearts with lawless lusts, and the foul stains of adultery could never be washed out of their white and sacred robes. Good men abhorred the offering of the Lord, and we afterwards find, God himself abhorred his own altar, and ceased to protect his ark. When ministers damn, instead of saving the souls of the people; when they are guilty of a whole trinity of crimes, voluptuousness, sacrilege, and adultery, the glory will depart from the sanctuary, and all the curses of a forfeited covenant will roll upon them in the full tide of overwhelming vengeance.

What is still worse, Eli completed the ruin of his house, and inflicted ten thousand wounds on Israel by making himself a partaker of the sins of his sons. Reprove them he did, and fairly too; but that was all. They would retire from so mild a reproof, winking the eye, and lolling the tongue, fully resolved never to bear the smallest restraint of passion. And what had they to fear from either Eli, or the elders? God had promised them a priesthood for ever; nor had he, as also in the promise of Phinehas, expressed the smallest condition. Thus Eli by a criminal supineness became a partaker of the iniquity of his sons; for had the elders made the same complaints of the sons of any poor levite, the old man would have answered in the language of justice, “Bring them forth, that they may die.” Hence, let all fathers take warning, if it be their sad case to have a prodigal son, never to support him by connivance and money in a course of crimes which must in the issue be productive of destruction.

When admonitions are despised, vengeance must ensue. But mark, before the Lord executed the blow, he sent a man of God to warn this exalted family; and such a sermon, Eli and his sons had never heard before. And had they repented, per-adventure the Lord would have repented of the punishment, for he is slow to anger and of great compassion. But ah, those sons who are deaf to a father, seldom yield to sermons, how close soever they may press the conscience, and denounce the judgments of heaven against the guilty.

In the fall of this family we see that the Lord will honour and glorify all those who honour him. The scripture characters glorified God in their trying situations, and God has honoured them with glory in return. They have been honoured with a large share of the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit; they have been honoured in the church by the most signal acts of faith, and blessings of providence; they were honoured also in the hour of death with a special confidence; and they shall be honoured for ever with the glory, and vast rewards of eternal life. But all they who have despised his word shall be lightly esteemed as chaff, as brands, and as stubble, reserved to eternal burning. This is the minister’s portion who knows not God. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21
1 Samuel 3:1. No open vision; that is, no distinguished prophets in all the land; one of the great calamities which Amos denounced against Israel: 1 Samuel 8:12.

1 Samuel 3:3. Ere the lamp of God went out in the temple. Of the seven lamps in the great candlestick, six, it is said, were extinguished when the priests retired to sleep.

1 Samuel 3:13. He restrained them not. Had he expelled them from the sanctuary, the awful course of crimes had been stayed, and the punishment had rested on the culprits only. By neglecting this, Eli became a partaker of the sins, and of the punishment of his sons. The canon laws of many councils expel and suspend a minister for three years, when found guilty of the crimes of Eli’s sons. These are “sins not to be purged with sacrifices.”

1 Samuel 3:20. From Dan even to Beer-sheba. See on 18:7.

1 Samuel 3:21. By the word of the Lord; not by dream, nor vision, but by the Baith kol, or daughter of the voice, as it is afterwards called. The Lord spake to Samuel as he spake to Moses, and as the man of God came to Bethel by the word of the Lord. 1 Kings 13:1. Here is an instance of divine revelation, without suspicion or doubt.

REFLECTIONS.
Eli, having no comfort in his own sons, here finds a hopeful son and a servant in Samuel, a devoted and an accepted gift from his earliest years. This lovely child was tutored to the sacred service by Eli, and the pupil was obedient and attentive to his lord by day and by night. What a choice and tender plant of grace: how blooming the hopes and prospects of future years! What may we not augur from genius, talents and piety, when the morning of life is devoted to God, and all its rising years preserved unspotted from the world.

Samuel was called to the high duties of a national prophet, not only while a child, but also when the word of the Lord was precious. The Holy Spirit, who is sparing of his richer gifts, sought the most holy organs to convey his light. He passed by the aged and the less faithful, and glorified a child in the eyes of all his people. The Lord make us humble, holy and simple as little children, that our souls may be favoured with larger endowments of his comfort and love.

He was called not by dreams, in which God has often spoken to unregenerate men; nor was he addressed in vision while awake; but the Lord conferred upon him Abraham’s honour, in calling him by name. So some favourite youths are made able ministers almost from the first; they enter on their ministry in full course, like Samuel and Paul. They are followed by the crowd; and honoured because of the honour they have received of the Lord. Old ministers are thankful to sit at their feet, and die with joy, seeing the cause of God in good hands. But let those youths be humble, faithful and diligent, like Samuel, to the end of their course. Let them beware, for flattery and applause will spread a thousand snares for their feet.

This infant prophet, in all the hopeful charms of grace, knew not the Lord; or rather, knew not the way in which he gave a revelation of his will: 1 Samuel 3:21. Thrice he thought the voice which spake had been Eli’s; for God designed to excite Eli’s attention. Happy, happy indeed, that Samuel was under the care of an old man. Eli, unable to reform his sons by reproof, and irresolute in expelling them from the altar, wished to keep this gift of heaven under his own eye, that he might not be corrupted by those who obtruded their crimes into the house of God. Happy also, happy indeed are those young christians, who have aged people to instruct them in the way and work of the Lord. That child who feels a desire to be good, to love God and all mankind, knows not at first that this is the inward voice of heaven calling him to piety. That youth who weeps when he reads the scriptures and books of piety, or when he hears affecting sermons; and that youth who sometimes feels in devotion a holy warmth inspiring his bosom, and elevating his soul; knows not that these drawings of the Father are the beginning of the witness of the Holy Spirit. He wants an Eli to bid him say, speak Lord; thy servant heareth. Teach me thy way, take full possession of my heart, and grant me the satisfying token that I am wholly thine. Give me, Lord, the full witness that I am born of thee.

The first communication of God to Samuel was of a nature which tended to awe and sanctify his soul. It related to the almost total extirpation of Eli’s house; and Samuel lived to see it fully accomplished. Israel was twice defeated; the two priests were slain, and the ark captured. Eli died at the tidings; and eighty five priests of his house were slain by Saul in the city of Nob. Surely, though vengeance was long delayed, when God began, he made an end. Oh that the sinners in the sanctuary may read this and fear: oh that they may either be converted to the Lord, or totally abandon so sacred a profession.

From Eli’s submission, let us learn when a calamity cannot be averted, to say, “It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.” He is wise and cannot err: in all the strokes of his rod he has invariably some good in view. He designs either to sanctify the afflicted, to defend the church, or to cut off the wicked, lest they should corrupt the rising age. Let us adore the hand that bears this avenging rod, and cry with angels, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts. Isaiah 6:3. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
1 Samuel 4:5. Israel shouted. But why had they not put away their sins? And why had they not enquired of God? Alas, these priests, like Saul in his last moments, were not fit persons to enquire of God. Their guilty consciences augured that God was about to inflict the punishment their father had failed to do. They lost the ark; they lost their country; they lost themselves!

1 Samuel 4:17. The ark of God is taken, by hands less profane than those of the two Hebrew priests. With Joshua and holy men, the ark had divided the Jordan, and had thrown down the walls of Jericho. What a lesson, not to trust in exterior privileges while our hearts are profane.

1 Samuel 4:18. His neck brake. The Septuagint, which is followed by many, says, He brake his back.
1 Samuel 4:21. I-chabod. Josephus writes αδοξια. But the Latin versions turn the word interrogatively, where is the glory? Elisha asked, where is the Lord God of Elijah. He is nigh to them that fear him; but here the glory is departed, and shame attends the nation.

REFLECTIONS.
In the hands of Eli, a soft, quiet, corpulent man, and in the hands of his two sons, consummate in wickedness, neither the civil nor the religious affairs of the people could prosper. The Philistines, long emboldened by Israel’s supineness, and having now recovered from the terrors Samson inflicted upon them at his death, venture once more to invade the land. The Israelites assembled to repel the aggression; but knowing the character of their priests, they never dream of consulting God. The piety found in Greece and in Rome at the worst of times, is now not to be found in Israel: defeat is the consequence. God is ever faithful in his promises of support to the righteous, and in his menaces of punishment to the wicked. Next, the ark of God must be fetched, for it had divided the Jordan, and thrown down the walls of Jericho, therefore it is called the ark of his strength. But shall God glorify a priesthood which had not glorified him? Shall he defend a people who had not put away their sins, nor deigned to ask counsel at his throne, nor victory at his hand? And what was the ark, already dishonoured, to him, when the hearts of the people were departed from his law? For those causes the Lord had no delight in his inheritance. Mark well: that man who forsakes God cannot be saved in the day of trouble by privileges and opinions.

While thirty four thousand of Israel fall in disobedience and error, the two sons of Eli did not escape. This ark, this hallowed ark, they had long profaned with crimes; and now they fall, perhaps holding it by the staves, that they might purge their crimes with blood. Ah, if the zealous Phinehas had been there, God would have been there also. But now the guilty priests bleed, and the profaned ark is captured by the heathen. Thus Christ, the ark of the everlasting covenant, in the hands of profane priests, was delivered over to the gentiles, to be insulted and put to open shame.

These were calamities hitherto unknown in Israel; but they stopped not in the field of defeat; the tidings quickly reached Shiloh. Eli could not see, but he could hear the voice of weeping, therefore he required to be informed of the calamities which the people would have wished to conceal a little longer. He sat on his seat of judgment, and bore with fortitude the news of Israel’s defeat, and the closer intelligence that both his sons were dead: but when the messenger added, “And the ark of God is taken,” down dropped the venerable priest, and finished together his life and his woes. He lived not to bewail his own errors. He had not power to say, I neglected to punish my sons, and now the Lord has taken the heavier vengeance into his own hands. But though dead, let him still speak to all supine and effeminate fathers who honour their sons above the laws of heaven, and above the gospel of Christ.

Death stopped not here. The wife of Phinehas, more worthy than her husband, travailed in premature labour, and named her son I-chabod, for the glory was departed from Israel. Ah, no; it is only eclipsed. There is yet a Samuel in the land; and God has neither forsaken his ark, nor lost sight of his covenant. He has permitted these calamities for the punishment of the wicked, and for the instruction of his people; but he will yet raise Israel to greater glory than the nation has hitherto known. Let us therefore hope at the worst of times, and never despair while we have a God to chasten and to save. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-12
1 Samuel 5:1. Ashdod, afterwards called Azotus. Acts 8:40.

1 Samuel 5:2. The ark—and set it by Dagon. See 10:6; 16:23. Some make Dagon to be the same as Nereid, Triton, and the Syrens. Virgil, in several places, speaks of the spoiling of the temples as a great calamity. Æneid. 7. It is a custom of high antiquity to deposit in temples the trophies taken in war, and latterly in churches. During the late war with France we had many flags and standards suspended in St. Paul’s Cathedral, at Whitehall, &c.

1 Samuel 5:4. Only the stump. Hebrew, the dagon, the lower part of a fish, which gave the name to the idol: the superior formations were those of a woman.

1 Samuel 5:6. The hand of the Lord was heavy upon them. The LXX, and the Vulgate, both contain the following addition to this verse. And the towns and fields throughout that region were broken up, and mice were produced, and the confusion of a great mortality prevailed in the city. This explains, probably, 1 Samuel 6:4, where golden mice are mentioned as part of the trespass offering sent up with the ark.

1 Samuel 5:12. Emerods. The critics here generally say boils, or sores. The silver images, 1 Samuel 6:5, would seem to intimate some species of vermin. Yet the critics in Poole’s Synopsis, and Stockius, contend that piles and dysenteries are here understood; diseases frequent in camps and wars from excessive fatigues.

REFLECTIONS.
We have just seen the scattered fragments of Israel return; but unaccompanied by either ark or priest. The ear of him that heard tingled, and I-chabod was written on every countenance. On the contrary, Philistia shouted for joy; and more for the capture of the ark and its golden cherubim, than for the defeat of Israel; because they could now profanely boast that Dagon had vanquished Israel’s God, who had filled Egypt with the terrors of his name. But the war of the ark soon taught them better wisdom. Twice did Dagon fall before it; and twice were its priests obliged to aid and assist their god to recover his station; the latter time they could not dissemble its dismembered body. The Lord, who had taken vengeance on the gods of Egypt, on the gods of Canaan, and now on Dagon, next took vengeance on the people. Many in Ashdod sickened of the pestilence, and were consumed: and while these calamities prevailed in the city, vermin consumed the increase of the field. At length the people, afflicted on every side, not daring to retain the cause of all their calamities, sent away the ark to Gath. But here, as in Ashdod, in Askelon, and Ekron, the plagues of heaven were repeated.

From the greatness and the variety of punishments inflicted on the cities and lands of the Philistines, we must infer the greatness of their sin. They knew, they well knew the character of the God of Israel, and the miracles his arm had wrought, both in Egypt and in the land of Canaan. They ought therefore to have surrounded the ark with devotion, not with insults in the house of their idols. Hence also, as this ark and its covenant were figurative of Christ, of the gospel, and of eternal glory, the christian world should learn to reverence a religion revealed from heaven. Let us never in thought, word, or deed, offer the slightest insult to the living God, or to the word of truth which is the only ground of all our hope. Especially, let us beware of doing this when in company with the wicked. An insult in the house of Dagon, heaven will not overlook.

If religion should happen to be oppressed, as it now was in Israel; if as in our own age and nation, we find the gayer circles of society inclined to disregard sacred things; and the poor, from the example of the rich, taking a license which dishonours the christian name; or if, as has often been the case, we find God’s people in exile and affliction, let us beware that we never reproach them, nor flatter the enemies of the Lord; for he will avenge every indignity offered to his name. How low soever we may find the people of God, he has afflicted his sanctuary for its purification, and for the instruction of the world. Zion shall yet arise and shine in all the glory of his covenant and promises; and they who have despised his name shall be put to confusion. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-21
1 Samuel 6:2. The ark of the Lord—Hebrews of Jehovah. The Philistines knew the name of the Lord; and had heard of his wondrous works in Egypt, 1 Samuel 6:6. They had great light, as indeed all the surrounding nations of Israel must have had.

1 Samuel 6:4. Five golden mice. See on 1 Samuel 5:6.

1 Samuel 6:9. A chance that happened to us. מקרה mikreh, a natural consequence, after the fatigues of war, which implies the care of God; for what is accounted chance by men, is all the operations of heaven. See on chap. 10. Luke 10:31. It would seem that the Spirit of God moved the tongue of this pythoness to deliver this oracle, though she might not know it; nor do such favours prove the divine approbation of heathen oracles, more than the rain which falls on the just and the unjust. Isaiah 41:23.

1 Samuel 6:15. Offered burnt-offerings. This was often done, as well by prophets as by gentiles, under visible marks of the divine presence; and no complaint is made against it, though the law required the usual oblations to be offered on his altar alone: 1 Samuel 7:9.

1 Samuel 6:19. He smote—fifty thousand and threescore and ten men. Josephus, relating this, mentions no more than seventy men; and as Beth-shemesh was but a small city, originally allotted for the priests, it is probable that the number has been mis-written in the Hebrew copy. Tremellius conjectures the sense of the text to be, that the Lord smote them with emerods, as he had smitten fifty thousand and seventy of the Philistines. Another critic contends that the number should be five hundred and seventy men.

REFLECTIONS.
While all Israel was mourning and troubled for the loss of the ark; all Philistia was mourning and troubled because of its presence. And if all Israel was astonished that the ark should exert no powers for their salvation; both they and their neighbours were soon convinced that it exerted astonishing powers for the punishment of sin. Dagon was confounded, and fell vanquished in its presence. The Philistines died with pestilence, and the survivors were afflicted with disease; and the corn was consumed in the field as soon as it began to shoot in the earth. Here was God’s threefold scourge on the enemy, and by these scourges they were brought to repentance.

Mark next the fruits of their repentance. Humbled under the hand of heaven, they consulted the ministers of their religion what they should do. Religion is the only refuge and comfort of the afflicted: let us never neglect it in health, for we know not but the heaviest affliction may be at the door. Let us never dream of turning to God without the trespass-offerings of a broken spirit and a contrite heart; but let us at the same time be fully assured, that no tears are acceptable to God unless the sinner, according to the utmost of his power, endeavour to repair his faults.

Repentance, accompanied with proper fruits, shall soon receive tokens of God’s approbation. The two cows, forgetful of their tender calves, looked not behind: the two cows, untutored to the yoke, tractably proceeded with the symbols of JEHOVAH’S presence: the two cows unacquainted with the road, but guided by a divine instinct, proceeded in the highway leading towards Shiloh. Then Philistia saw the profaneness of her sins: then she was humbled before Israel’s God, and glorified him in his judgments: then Israel heard and was instructed. Here are the true characters of national repentance; here is the genuine ground of national reform. So the penitent enemy of Israel learned to put away his sin, and God graciously removed his afflicting hand. Learn, oh my soul, even of these young cows, to subject thy carnal nature to the yoke, without making the smallest retrograde motion; and let it be offered up a burnt-sacrifice to the Lord, that the body of sin may be destroyed.

The men of Beth-shemesh were the first to see, and the first to rejoice at the ark’s return. How happy did they account themselves to give this early welcome to the return of the hallowed tokens of the Lord’s presence. Yes, and happy they were, had they been contented within the line prescribed. But curiosity prompted them to look into the ark; for they could not presume that the Philistines had plundered it of the tables, the parchments, the manna, and the almond rod, seeing it was returned with a trespass- offering. This was a violation of the law fully known and understood, therefore God smote them as he had smitten the Philistines; for with him is no respect of persons. He also designed thereby to make all Israel revere the ark of his strength. Learn then, reader, to revere the mysteries of the christian faith. The touching of the hallowed emblems of bread and wine belongs to hallowed men: without their blessing it is no sacrament. Adore, where thou canst not comprehend. Presume not to decide on secret and future things; and whatever can augment thy happiness shall be revealed in due time. Be assured it is far best to know secret things precisely in the order of providence. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17
1 Samuel 7:1. Sanctified Eleazar, a levite, to keep the ark. Holy persons were consecrated by imposition of hands and by sacrifices, as was Samuel, a levite also. Abinadab seems to have been aged or dead. All the priests were purified anew, before they touched the holy vessels.

1 Samuel 7:2. Lamented after the Lord; for they had heard anew of the fame of his ark. But the first work of repentance is to put away our idols and our sins.

1 Samuel 7:3. Ashtaroth. See on 10:6. Joshua 23:7.

1 Samuel 7:6. Water poured before the Lord, designates contrition of heart and purity of purpose.

1 Samuel 7:7. The Philistines. We read, Sirach 46:18, that the Tyrians joined them against the Israelites. They had cause to execrate their error; for all that meddle with Zion, meddle with her to their hurt.

1 Samuel 7:9. Samuel took a sucking lamb and offered it. This he did as a prophet immediately inspired of God. This Elijah did on mount Carmel when no priest was present.

1 Samuel 7:10. Thundered. See Joshua 10:10. 4:15. Baldwin, when going to take Damascus, by a dreadful storm was driven back. The darkness, rain, and thunder were so tremendous as to induce him to own the hand of heaven. Gesta Dei, &c. p. 849, in Harmer, vol. 2.

1 Samuel 7:12. Samuel took a stone—and called the name of it EBEN-EZER that is, “the stone of help,” when Israel had no other help. The most brilliant victories which heaven conferred on the Hebrews were not achieved by an arm of flesh.

1 Samuel 7:13. The Philistines—came no more into the coast of Israel, during Samuel’s life; proof sufficient that he wrote his own history.

1 Samuel 7:16. He went from year to year. Good and great men should not be localized. Daniel says, “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be encreased in the earth.” Persons endowed with divine excellencies are national treasures. Altars were built in Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh, as well as in Ramah. This verse was probably a marginal reading, which found its way into the text. See 1 Samuel 7:13.

REFLECTIONS.
Samuel, called of God to a divine work, had proceeded with it from youth to riper age; and in the course of twenty years, labouring without noise and ostentation, he had so far succeeded as to revive in the whole nation a love for the religion of their fathers. And no sooner did the people begin to reform their morals, and to cherish piety, than God began to remove their affliction, to prosper their affairs, and to enrich them with every covenant blessing. They gradually shook off every yoke, and under David made the Euphrates the boundary of their empire, as the Lord had promised. What a blessing is one man of God to a kingdom. He is the gift of heaven; and of more value than every other gift.

Samuel, to give effect to the good which had been done in the several cities of Israel, and to perfect the reformation, following the example of Moses and Joshua before their death, convened the people in Mizpeh, a central town, for the renewal of the national covenant with God. This was a wise and salutary measure; it bound them by oath to put away the strange gods which lurked among them; and it attached them to religion by a taste of its sweetness, and a discovery of its glory. After so solemn an act of devotion proceeding from the hearts of the people, the temporal and spiritual affairs of Israel had always succeeded well. What a proof of the faithfulness of God to his word; and what a basis of confidence to believers in all succeeding ages. Happy if christians could adopt some means of like nature to revive the spirit, and impress the nations with the glory of their religion.

The Philistines, hearing of this convocation, took the alarm, assembled in arms, and invaded the land; for guilt is always suspicious, and tyranny is always jealous. And mark how the Lord acted for his people. He suffered them to fear, he suffered them to cry for a moment; he suffered their faith to be exercised, whether he would be mindful of his word, having promised to defend the land while the people attended the national festivals. Then in anger he thundered from the heavens against the old and hard oppressor; then he appalled their soul with the fear and terror of his arm. Then the affrighted host fled in confusion; and the trembling Hebrews, venturing to pick up the weapons the enemy had cast away, pursued them to the fortress of Beth-car. Who said that God had forsaken his people? Who said that we must always trust in an arm of flesh, and not in the faithfulness of God? Here is a victory great in itself: and greater still as the pledge of Israel’s rise to unrivalled glory in the east.

We ought to make memorials of the mercies of the Lord. If twelve stones were taken out of Jordan because the Lord had affrighted the stream; if stones of covenant memorial were set up in Gilgal; Samuel, wisely conforming to the order of providence, set up his Ebenezer in Mizpeh; he resolved that this stone should swell the trophies of his God, and be a monument of national instruction to Israel. And how many Ebenezers may the christian church raise, when she considers the deliverances from pagan and christian Rome, whose chains were heavier than those of Philistia on Israel: and when she, glorious to consider, sees the many Samuels whom God has raised up in her own bosom. And how many Ebenezers may every experienced christian raise, when he considers the many deliverances God has wrought for his soul, and how often he has been saved in the hour of temptation, affliction and distress. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22
1 Samuel 8:3. His sons walked not as their father, who always came into court with clean hands. Seeking to aggrandize their families they took bribes, and by consequence perverted judgment. The history of all nations abounds with complaints of the same sin.

1 Samuel 8:5. Make us a king. Moses had foreseen all this, Deuteronomy 17:14, and therefore provided that the king should govern by law. Primitive governments commenced with a patriarch, surrounded with elders, without whom he could not act. But men in power take advantage of the changes induced on the state to encrease their power; so that the happiest forms of liberty and law are eventually impelled towards aristocracy, and thence to monarchy. And monarchy, under a Sesostris in Egypt, a David in Israel, an Augustus in Rome, is certainly happy. A just prince makes just magistrates. Under a monarchy the British empire has risen to the highest splendour of wealth and power. The sin of the Hebrews, however, consisted in a distrust of the covenant, with him to whom they had sworn as their God and king, for they were his peculiar people; and the good kings of Judah still owned the Lord as their God, their pastor and king. What nation was ever so signally preserved and saved as the Hebrews, when they sought the Lord.

1 Samuel 8:11. This will be the manner of the king. Oppression of the subject to support the fastidious splendour of royalty, is here expressly forbidden. The courts of Egypt, Persia, and Babylon seem to have supported their splendour by tenths from the farmer: 1 Samuel 8:15.

REFLECTIONS.
Perhaps it is a weakness inseparable from human nature for a father to lean to his sons. This was Eli’s great fault; and if Samuel did err, perhaps it was in making his two sons judges in Beersheba; that is, associating them with himself, in judging the people from Beersheba to Dan.

If Samuel’s sons corrupted themselves under the eye of so holy a father, we have another dreadful proof of original sin. Adam begat a son in his own image, so called to distinguish it from the image of God. Noah, a perfect and an upright man, had his Ham. And Job, celebrated as one of the most perfect characters human nature can boast, had ten dissipated children. The sin of Adam affected all the branches of the covenant; and hence the death in paradise was not annihilation, but an alienation of the soul from the life of God. Hence regeneration is not from our parents, but from Jesus Christ, of whom the first Adam was the figure. So St. Paul has fully taught us. Romans 5:12-13. Ephesians 2:1-4. To ask for proof of original sin, when our sole embarrassment is a superabundance of proof, is an equal insult to reason and revelation. It is like asking to see the sun when he shines in all his splendour.

The Israelites, seeing Samuel’s sons corrupted with bribes; the father growing old; the Ammonites increasing their power; and well remembering what they had suffered from invasions when there was no judge whom all the tribes revered; solicited a king. This, considering the lenient character of their government, was a most extraordinary request. The theocracy of Israel, when properly connected with faith and piety on the part of the people, was the happiest government that ever existed. Under Joshua, under Gideon and others, the nation enjoyed liberty to an excess; liberty too indulgent for a nation ever prone to err. They paid no taxes, they feared no foes; and every man enjoyed the entire fruits of his labour. But they waxed fat and kicked against the Lord; and sometimes actually fought against his judges. The fact is, Israel was not worthy of a government so paternal. Hence the extraordinary wish, to make a sudden transition from perfect liberty to absolute monarchy, must have arisen from a dread of past calamities, inflicted on the nation by the heathen yoke.

This request displeased the Lord, as it implied a distrust of his covenant care. While obedient, he had never failed to deliver Israel from invaders, and he never designed them to make offensive wars against their quiet neighbours. And if this nation were disobedient, no form of government could save it from the visitations of his hand. Hence, consenting in anger to their wishes, he invested their sovereigns with a rod to scourge both them and their foes. Let the christian Israel therefore be instructed, having once put their necks under the yoke of Jesus, never to change their Lord and Master. Satan, the world, and the flesh, are all tyrants to the soul. Let us stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.

A farther objection arose from the splendour, as well as from the power of their prince. He would not live in simplicity, like Joshua and Samuel. He would take their sons and their daughters, their cattle, corn, and vineyards for his establishments; and when they should cry unto the Lord, there would be no redress. Thus the world will ask life and fortune to be wasted on its fashions and follies; and thus our pride and our passions impose taxes upon us of the severest kind. And when we cry unto the Lord in poverty and pain, on what ground, after a life of obstinate wickedness, can we expect redress. We may all learn of Israel the best wisdom for man to learn, that to reject the milder sovereignty of divine love, and to set up our blind and youthful passions for kings, is the worst of folly, and the last of evils to the soul. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-27
1 Samuel 9:2. Saul, a choice young man. Elect and good, as the Vulgate reads, endowed with intellect and elegance of figure.—Higher than any of the people; about eight feet in stature. David was not much short of Saul’s height, as appears from his putting on of Saul’s armour. Frederick the great, of Prussia, had in his tall regiment of guards, a man eight feet high. Many of our Saxon ancestors, and several Irish giants, were not less in stature. But stature had no connection with his election, which was altogether divine: 1 Samuel 10:21.

1 Samuel 9:5. Zuph, or Ziph. Hence the Ziphites; 1 Samuel 23:14-19. See the note on Deuteronomy 1:1. Samuel now, it would seem, occupied the house of his father, in Ramathaim-zophim: 1 Samuel 1:1.

1 Samuel 9:7. What shall we bring the man? Prophets would receive no gifts as wages for their work; for what can purchase the highest favours of heaven? This was Balaam’s trade. Simony is ever attended with a curse. But it always was and still is the custom of the east to approach magistrates with presents. Hence Saul and his servant proposed this on the ground of custom, being ignorant of Samuel’s superior purity.

1 Samuel 9:9. A seer. The ancient name of a prophet, from his seeing the visions of the Almighty. Numbers 24:4. The Sybils and poets give the same appellation to their vates, calling them “discerners of fate.” Vidi Poli in loc. Troy also had its seers. Iliad 13. But Moses in his time uses the word nabbi or prophet.

1 Samuel 9:25. Samuel communed with Saul upon the top of the house. Septuagint: “And they made a bed for Saul in an upper room of the house; and Samuel, about the spring of the morning, called Saul, &c.” This proves that Samuel was an early riser; and surely the best of the day should be devoted to the Lord. We blush for him whose breakfast reproaches the sluggard. Early rising adds one fourth to the length of human life.

REFLECTIONS.
How good and gracious is the Lord. Though Israel had distrusted him in asking a king; yet he ceased not to be their true king and constant friend. They feared Philistia, and he had compassion on their cries. Mark now this fine scheme of providence: mark the diminutive pivots on which the wheels of providence turn. Kish lost his asses. Saul in the search missed his way, and wandered to Ramah, ere he was aware. Samuel, but the day before, returned from his circuit. All these incidents seem to be chance; but they were all providence. Let every man therefore learn to confide in the divine care, and to ask the blessing of God on all the journeys or duties of the day; for who can tell how eventful the smallest incidents of life may prove to an individual or a family.

Mark also the humility of the high prophet and judge of Israel. He appears to have been content with the plain house in which he was born: his person was undistinguished with robes, chains of gold, or retinue. When Saul met the venerable plain old man, he asked for the seer’s house, little expecting the answer, “I am the seer.” He at once proved his character to the tall and wondering stranger, by inviting him to the sacrifice, and by telling him his errand, and the secrets of his heart. Hence we learn, that holy men, whose minds are filled with the love of God and his truth, are not delighted with the exterior decorations of dress and equipage: they shun alike the distinctions of meanness and pride.

Farther observe, how much this good man had the hearts of the people at Ramah: they made a feast of peace-offerings on his return. Every family revered him as its father; nor would they taste the sacrifice till he had blessed the food. Happy is that feast where meats and drinks constitute the smallest part of the cheer. Happy is that feast where hymns, prayer, and enlightened conversation, delight the assembly. This is, “the feast of reason and the flow of soul,” hallowed to religion. Then the guests separate hoping to meet again, and live for ever in the presence of God. Here Saul made a good beginning. He found in Samuel more than a mentor; and had the pupil been worthy of his master, all had been happy.

See lastly, the effects of grace. Though Saul was the tallest and one of the most comely men in Israel; yet when Samuel plainly told him how God had pointed him out as the king, and captain general of his people, he said that he was of Benjamin the youngest tribe, and destitute of regal claims; and that his family was the least of all his tribe. David also, blushing at the largeness of grace, said, Lord, what am I, or what is my father’s house, that thou art mindful of me? So the centurion was quite overcome with humiliations, when Christ offered to go to his house. St. Paul, viewing his call to the ministry, and all the grace which followed, exclaimed, I am less than the least of all saints. Fine sentiments, and grateful to God. Let every public character learn hence, to retain those sentiments to the end of life. Let him spread his roots of humility in proportion as providence exalts his head, and spreads his branches. Yea, let him charge his soul to do this; otherwise all his laurels will fade on the mountains of Gilboa. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-27
1 Samuel 10:1. Captain. This refers to his command, as a fighting captain. The title of king was superior to that of nagid, or captain.

1 Samuel 10:3. To Bethel. The people would, and did worship at this hallowed altar, where God had spoken to Jacob their father. Genesis 28.

1 Samuel 10:5. A company of prophets, called in other places, the sons of the prophets. They were returning from a sacrifice at the hill, where the ark was placed, and gladdened the road with music and sacred songs. Samuel, no doubt, encouraged those schools, which were superintended by some inspired man. Ministers should all be trained and learned for their Master’s work. An illiterate man must labour under the greatest difficulties, in the exercise of his ministry.—Psaltery, that is, a harp of a smaller kind.

1 Samuel 10:12. But who is their father? All the copies of the Septuagint read, “But who is his father? Is it not Kish?”

1 Samuel 10:21. And Saul—was taken. They proceeded as in the case of Achan, Joshua 7:14; where the Vulgate reads lot. Others think the oracle was by voice.

REFLECTIONS.
Saul entered on the high duties of a king, though in afflictive times, under the highest auspices that could possibly attend a favourite of heaven. He was designated by revelation, and anointed as Moses anointed Aaron. So also the holy prophets were sometimes anointed. 2 Kings 19:16. From the moment that this oil came on a man’s head, whether prophet, priest, or king, their persons were sacred as the Lord’s anointed.

God realized the exterior anointing in the gifts of grace. When Saul saw the young prophets, and heard them sing, he caught the spirit. His heart was renovated by gratitude, devotion, and love. He was endowed with talents for the administration of justice, and with an elevation of soul becoming the dignity of the throne. His faith was confirmed; for he received the loaves, and met this messenger of his father as Samuel had foretold. Hence we learn the duty of praying for the king; for his ministers, and for magistrates; as no man can adequately fill those high stations without the aid and direction of heaven.

Samuel, faithful to his God, even in a duty to which his feelings were disinclined, and faithful as the tutor of Saul, proceeded to convene the people in Mizpeh. Obedience in these circumstances, marks the integrity of the soul, and confers on virtue the purest lustre.

The divine lot corresponded with the secret revelation. Look on the eager faces of the tribes, when the twelve lots or tickets were cast into the urn or lap; for precedence had long been a subject of contention among them: and behold, Benjamin the youngest, Benjamin the weakest was taken. Now let Reuben the eldest, Judah the strongest, and Ephraim the haughtiest, hold their peace. Presently Saul was taken by name; and when they wished to contemplate the person of their king, no Saul could be found. The harmony however of all these circumstances demonstrates that God was never defective in extending his promised care over his people.

What shall Israel now do to find their king? Nobody knew where he was. Confident of his election, from the accomplishment of the three tokens Samuel had given him a week before, he was hid among the stuff: nor could even Samuel say where he was without a revelation. Surely God had given him a spirit of meekness, modesty, and abasement. Conscious of his weakness, and trembling at the greatness of the duty, he shunned the public eye, and all the plaudits of the crowd. So it used to be with the primitive bishops. The trembling presbyter was sometimes dragged from his closet to be inaugurated into the sacred office. But modesty of this kind seems scarcely to have reached beyond the ages of Greece and Rome. Our numerous candidates for civil and religious preferment, conscious of their own superior merits, never blush to obtrude themselves in newspapers on the notice of the public. What times: what manners!

Saul’s modesty was productive of the greatest good to his cause. A choice band of men followed him, surrounding his person as guards, from the purest principles of loyalty and affection. The monarch who reigns in the hearts of good men, and who is revered as the father of his people, finds in that attachment the surest supports of his throne.

The elevations of rank and honour are invariably counterpoised by afflictions. No sooner had the multitude saluted the Lord’s anointed, than the sons of Belial despised his humble birth, and want of military skill. So it is, that greatness is peculiarly exposed to calamities, as high towers and lofty mountains are most exposed to the anger and fury of the tempest. This should be a gratifying consideration to the poor, and make every man thankful for the peaceful retreat of a cottage, and the purer happiness of private life. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-15
1 Samuel 11:1. Then Nahash. Septuagint: “Then within about a month Nahash, &c.”

1 Samuel 11:2. That I may thrust out all your right eyes. This was a cruel reply to men who solicited a covenant. Josephus remarks, that this would disqualify them for every thing, except taking care of their flocks and agriculture, because in war they almost veiled the left eye with their shields; and the right eye being lost, they could not keep their guard against a foe. This is much the same as the cutting off the right thumbs. Such is man, devoid of revelation, religion, and the grace of God.

1 Samuel 11:6. The Spirit of God came upon Saul. Sacraments and ordinances are not in vain; the Lord had given the Spirit with the anointing oil.

1 Samuel 11:8. Bezek, a town in Judah, where the tyrant Adoni-bezek had reigned. And here we ask, where was there a nation on earth that could raise 330,000 men in three days, except among the Hebrews? Their civil polity was mild and good.

1 Samuel 11:11. Three companies. This was wise, for immense armies obstruct their own movements; they are also soon dispersed by the want of water and food, and by their irregular supplies. A handful of Greeks at the pass of Thermopylæ stopped half a million of Persians.

1 Samuel 11:15. There they made Saul king. This was equivalent to a coronation: it was done with very solemn religious services.

REFLECTIONS.
The oppression of Philistia in the west, and the menaces of Ammon in the east, had very much contributed to make the Israelites solicitous for a king. And Saul, it presently appeared, was most opportunely inaugurated to the throne for the relief of Jabesh, and the salvation of his country. Truly God was good to Israel; and though displeased with their distrust in asking a king, yet he was not wanting to exercise towards them the richest tokens of his protecting love.

In the terms dictated by Nahash to Jabesh, we are awfully struck with the barbarity and wanton cruelty of ancient tyrants. Adoni-bezek had cut off the right thumbs and right toes of seventy kings, and was compelled to glorify God when his cruelty was requited in kind: here the loss of the right eye and slavery were required of a suppliant people. Surely God permitted those men to live as the scourge of humankind. Alas, to what horrors do crimes degrade the nature and character of man! But strange as it may appear, all this cruelty was combined with a brutal courage. He waited the seven days, and allowed the Israelites time to assemble; for he dared and invited a general battle.

Saul, on hearing of the invasion, discovered dispositions becoming the anointed of God. The spirit of wisdom, energy and courage, descended on his soul. Unfettered by the contempt of many at home, and unawed by the force of Ammon, he declared that every Israelite who followed him not, should be cut in pieces, as having forfeited all claim to the national compact. Dividing his army into three divisions he crossed the Jordan and defeated the enemy before the time appointed. Raw, and totally inexperienced as a soldier, he discovered all at once the consummate courage and skill of a veteran in war. Hence he silenced all his rivals with the lustre of his name; and secured the throne amidst the acclamations of all the army. So it shall always be, when God arises for the salvation of his people.

His clemency moreover was not eclipsed by his courage. When his hasty friends, intoxicated with victory, called for the lives of those who had refused their homage to the king, he restrained them by an oath. He would not becloud the glories of the day by the rigours of justice. How God-like is the exercise of mercy to vanquished and misguided men. How preferable to severity, wherever it can be exercised with any prospect of safety! The opponents of Saul, if either honour or virtue remained in their hearts, would now become his fastest friends. They would revere him on the throne as the Lord’s anointed, and as inspired with the spirit of prophecy, courage, and compassion, above the elders of his country, and above the humankind. It is happy and prosperous with a nation when every heart reveres its sovereign as the minister of heaven, and divinely directed in all his measures.

Samuel, having done his duty as prophet and judge of Israel in the inauguration and anointing of Saul, next took the people from Jabesh to Gilgal, which was the direct road home for many of the army; and not far out of the road for any of them. He deemed the recent change in the government a necessary occasion for the renewal of the covenant with God; and he wished to do it on the very spot where Joshua had made their fathers swear fidelity to the Lord. After the first renewal of the covenant in this place, victory attended the arms of Israel, and Samuel was desirous that the like victories should now attend them under their king. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-25
1 Samuel 12:2. I am old and grey-headed. Some think Samuel was now seventy three or eighty years of age; others think he was but sixty three. Usher’s chronology is much embarrassed here.

1 Samuel 12:11. Bedan, that is, Ben-dan, the son of Dan, or Samson the Danite, as in the Targum, the only judge of that tribe. Samuel omits his name because of his moral errors, or rather because the tongue prefers to shorten long names.

1 Samuel 12:17. Thunder and rain. Perhaps no man then alive could remember thunder and rain in the beginning of June; this, with the loudness of the reports, made the people afraid of death. And Samuel made a hallowed use of their terrors to excite them to loyalty, and a detestation of idolatry.

1 Samuel 12:23. God forbid. Moses, David, Isaiah, and Jonah prayed for their country in the time of trouble, and the neglect of that duty is a great sin. Jeremiah enjoins the Jews to pray for the countries which retained them as captives. Jeremiah 29:7.

REFLECTIONS.
Turning now from the rejoicing of Saul and all Israel in Gilgal, we fix our eye on the venerable Samuel. He could not so heartily participate of that joy, for his heart feared for the people. He therefore stood forth to utter all the feelings of his soul, having reserved his grief till he had fully accomplished his duty in the inauguration of the king. He commenced his discourse by pointing to their king, in whom were now their power and their hope; and proceeded to attest his own integrity and purity as judge. He had taken no man’s ox or ass; and here so great was his confidence, that he made the people both judge and party in his cause. With one voice they acknowledged the truth of all he said. Hence all princes, magistrates and ministers, should learn of Samuel purity of principle; for the most laudable actions, proceeding from unworthy motives, lose all their lustre in the eyes of God and of discerning men.

The wounded prophet having cleared himself, next proceeds to exculpate the God of Israel from all want of fidelity to his covenant. He had indeed at various periods punished them for their sins; but on their crying for pardon and deliverance, he had not only raised them up judges, but given them many miraculous victories. The victory at Mizpeh, under his presidency, was a most signal one, and fresh in their memory. Hence on seeing the preparations of Nahash, they should have cried again for divine aid, and not sought help in an arm of flesh by asking a king. This was plain talk. It was justifying the Lord, and accusing the people. It was a charge of unbelief, to which they could make no defence.

Having thus convicted them of distrust, he instantly proceeded to chastise their sin: for guilt developed at the bar of heaven is followed by immediate punishment. And to demonstrate the greatness of the sin, which man seldom acknowledges, till he feels the rod, he asked; Is it not wheat harvest to-day? The most settled season of all the year? Were tremendous tempests ever known at this time? I will call on the name of the Lord, and he shall send thunder and rain. And dreadful to say, Samuel had scarcely closed his speech before the heavens were clothed in sackcloth. His voice had scarcely ceased to be heard, before the Lord uttered his indignation in the loudest peals of thunder that the oldest man had ever heard. The affrighted people now acknowledged their error, and trembled for what they had done. And Samuel most wisely took occasion from their sorrows to enforce new obedience, encouraging them to it by the promises of the covenant. How happy was Israel under so divine a tutor! 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-23
1 Samuel 13:1-2. One year—two years. The Seventy have not translated this verse. Something is wanting to fill up the sense; and it is supposed to be, that Saul was so many years of age when he began to reign over Israel, (probably about fifty) and when he had reigned two years, Saul chose three thousand guards, as was the case with other kings. These were disciplined for war, as well as to attend the king.

1 Samuel 13:5. Thirty thousand chariots. The Syriac and Arabic versions read three thousand, which is more than the number of chariots mentioned in the army of any other ancient kings. The Tyrians were in alliance with them.

1 Samuel 13:8. According to the set time. The Lord is perfect in keeping promise with man: but the carnal heart has not patience with providence. Aaron must make a calf before the forty days were quite expired. This was Saul’s sin. Samuel will not come; and when he did come, Saul laid all the blame upon the people. The Lord saw that seven days were requisite for the trial and purification of Saul, and his army. Being unarmed, except the guards, deliverance must now be expected from the Lord alone.

1 Samuel 13:14. A man after God’s own heart. David’s heart was perfect with the Lord, in the encouragement and preservation of the true religion. His moral errors were temporary, and he rose above them with all the becoming fruits of repentance. What is one dark shade, compared with a whole life of brilliant virtues. Fallen men should be encouraged to rise again.

REFLECTIONS.
The Philistines, though defeated by the Lord’s thunder in Mizpeh, had not relinquished their claims of sovereignty over Israel; nor had they paid much regard to the anointing of Saul. Their ancient garrison in strong places they still retained; and on the western border of the land they had taken away all the smiths, and disarmed the people. Samuel, meanwhile, seems to have retired to his private duties of prophet and judge, or rather to have enjoyed the retreat of age, seeing a king was now on the throne. Israel was thus circumstanced when Jonathan, by his father’s command, gave the first and very illustrious stroke towards the emancipation of his country, by smiting the Philistian garrison in the hill of Geba. This was the signal for the renewal of war. It provoked the enemy to invade the land with all his strength. The people trembled, and fled in all directions. But Saul was commanded to go to Gilgal, and wait the set time of seven days. Here was the trial of his faith: here was the test of his obedience. God saw that this precise period was necessary for the assembling of the army, and for their purification. But here, as in the desert, the patience of Saul and of the people completely failed. The seventh morning arrived; but Samuel was not come. And what then? The day was not expired; it was not yet the time of evening sacrifice. Yes, but unbelief suggested that Samuel would not come; that God’s word was not to be trusted, and that the enemy would come and cut them in pieces. So Saul, disbelieving God by his prophet, sacrificed to him on his altar. But scarcely had the untimely altar smoked, before the prophet appeared. The sin of Saul was consequently greater than it appears on the first reading of his case. It was a full act of distrust and unbelief. Learn then, oh my soul, to fear the Lord in all things. Learn fidelity to his word; for the want of fidelity will provoke him to anger, and deprive thee of confidence in his mercy and protection. And did this glaring act of unbelief and impatience, connected with Saul’s other sins, forfeit the kingdom to him and his heirs? Then let the christian church be sanctified by the thought. Every covenant, as we have seen in the case of Eli, 1 Samuel 2:30, has its conditions, and every promise has its correspondent obedience implied.—That Saul, and his fainting company, while in Gilgal, were placed in a very trying situation, is admitted. But men, when so tried, must never relinquish their confidence. Promises of divine support are the anchor-hold of the soul; and if the anchor go in the day of tempest, without a miracle of mercy, shipwreck must be the consequence. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-52
1 Samuel 14:2. Under a pomegranate tree. רמן Rimmon, a rock in the tribe of Judah. Joshua 15:32. 20:47. This reading agrees best with the position of Saul’s army, in a place of safety.

1 Samuel 14:3. Ahiah. Ahimelech, whom Saul slew with all the priests of Nob: 1 Samuel 22:9.

1 Samuel 14:6. Let us go over to the garrison. מצב Matzab, a station, an out-post of the army. Hence Mythe, near Tewkesbury, a Roman station. In the time of sore calamity, which is a time of prayer, God prompted Jonathan, like Samson, to effectuate the salvation of the nation.

1 Samuel 14:14. A yoke; meaning oxen. Our Saxon fathers had much the same phrase, when they measured land by an ox-gang.

1 Samuel 14:18. Bring hither the ark. The LXX, Bring hither the ephod, which is evidently the true reading, as the ark was not with Saul. The army would not go to war without the ark of Jehovah’s strength.

1 Samuel 14:21. The Hebrews, which had been captured and made slaves, came over to their brethren as soon as they could escape.

1 Samuel 14:24. Saul adjured the people not to taste food; whereas the more prudent Gideon had required bread of the men of Succoth for his army.

1 Samuel 14:26. The honey dropped from the hollow of trees, in that land of milk and honey, through the great heat of the weather. Honey-dews in excessively hot days will drop from the leaves of oaks, &c.; after which the leaf is apt to curl and decay.

1 Samuel 14:35. Saul built an altar, as priests and princes had ever done in all parts of the earth. What time he lost whilst the highest duties await his arm! He should have asked counsel when first engaged in this war.

1 Samuel 14:39. He shall surely die, though perfectly ignorant, and consequently innocent; for he had broken no known law. Rash vows should rarely be kept. This vow greatly lowers the character of Saul. 

1 Samuel 14:52. Sore war—all the days of Saul; yea, in most of the days of David also.—Strong man. Saul’s guards were the finest men that the nation could boast.

REFLECTIONS.
While the Philistines encamped on the plain, and sent out their parties to plunder the land; while Saul guarded the passes of the mountain! with six hundred men; and while all the inhabitants were fleeing from the invader, or hiding among rocks and in caves; Jonathan, prompted by a divine impulse, ventured with his armour-bearer to attack the garrison, or advanced guard of the enemy. What an act of faith and courage. A single man, attended with his lusty servant, advanced against an army. What an accomplishment of the promise, “one of you shall chase a thousand!” The Philistines said, “come,” intending to take him prisoner, or to put him to death. But on seeing in his countenance the soul of a hero, they awaited not the first blow of his sword: twenty of them fell before him. The consternation communicated itself to the camp; and they probably thought the gods were come down in the likeness of men; for correspondently to the divine impulse, the terrors of God fell on the multitude, and the earth trembled under their feet. What a scene of confusion! It was a nation affrighted at once. See the thousands of chariots locking the wheels of one another, and overturned by the fright and fury of the horses. See every man, infuriated with fear, cut down those who entangled him or obstructed his escape. See the Hebrew captives and slaves in this host, perceiving the hand of God against the enemy, catch up arms and attack their masters. See Jonathan enrol his name among the first of heroes, and heroes who believed in God; see him proceed in the career of slaughter till a thousand had fallen at his feet. See him restrain his arm only by the approach of night, and on reaching the confines of the enemy’s country.—Here is the glorious son; but where is the gloomy father? Ah, the father, stung with his sentence, and torporized with unbelief, abode in Gibeah till the watchmen apprized him of the enemy’s route. And what did he do? When man is not guided by a gracious influence he often greatly errs. So Saul called for the ark, or rather for the ephod that the priest might consult the Lord; but ere that was performed, he said stay thy hand; and cursing the man who should taste any food, he instantly joined the pursuit. But the day that we haste to duty before devotion, we make poor speed; the people could not pursue with vigour for want of food. Finding honey in the hollow trees of a wood, they preferred hunger to a curse; but blessed not the policy of their prince. Jonathan, having passed the wood, was refreshed with a comb of the honey to complete the glories of the day.—From this signal victory we may learn, that it is better for a nation to trust in God than in an arm of flesh. A single man, when animated by divine influence, is in himself a victorious army; for it is one with God to save by many or by few. Let the christian minister also be emboldened to speak and act for God, though scarcely a single man stand up to support him in the work; and let the individual not be afraid, though he be surrounded with the alien host. Jonathan was emboldened by the consideration that he went against the uncircumcised: for this was a sign of their not being in covenant with God.—Saul having offended at Gilgal, now farther offended by rash swearing and hasty passions, so that the Lord answered him not. Thus while the son was exalted in the eyes of the nation, the father sunk in their esteem. Let us beware of strong passions and rash vows: they will bring shame upon us in the sight of God and men. Ah, how calamitous had this day proved to Saul, had not the people saved Jonathan from becoming a victim, like Jephthah’s daughter, to the rashness of a father’s vow. Thus while they opposed oath to oath, and humbled Saul for his sin, they saved him the best of sons, the friend and companion of all his future wars. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-35
1 Samuel 15:2. I remember what Amalek did; Numbers 17:8; and what he has often repeated, in the effusion of innocent blood. He joined Midian, and the children of the east, in a bloody and unprovoked invasion of Israel. 6:3.

1 Samuel 15:3. Utterly destroy all. God himself passed the sentence. The Kenites, (1 Samuel 15:6, and 1:4.) live for their kindness, while the Amalekites die for their cruelties. But many saved themselves by flight, for David found them still occupying their country. 1 Samuel 27:8.

1 Samuel 15:9. Spared Agag. Sesostris, on making his triumphant entrance into Memphis, metropolis of Egypt, had his chariot drawn by four kings.

1 Samuel 15:12. A place. Hebrews יד Yad, a hand. A monument of the victory, suddenly raised by the hands of the army. This custom was universal among all the gentile nations. Joshua 22:10.

1 Samuel 15:23. Rebellion is displeasing to the Lord, as the sin of קסם chesem, divination. He who sets up his own will against the will of God offends, as he who sets up an idol and a teraphim.

1 Samuel 15:33. As thy sword, &c. Samuel passed the sentence, being a judge, of blood for blood, leaving the soldiers to execute his commands.

REFLECTIONS.
From the utmost vengeance of heaven here denounced against Amalek, we ought to trace and infer the magnitude of their sin. Amalek was descended from Esau. Genesis 36:2-4. 1 Chronicles 1:36. Therefore he was related to Israel, and had apostatized from the best of paternal examples in Isaac. Now, this subtle nation, instead of rejoicing at the emancipation of his brother from Egypt, and adoring God in his works, laid in ambush, and smote the aged, the sick, and the weak who were hindmost in the route. Exodus 17:14; Exodus 17:16. Emboldened by these advantages he assembled all his strength, and fought a hard battle with Joshua. Scarcely a war had happened but Amalek had unfurled his unprovoked and bloody banners against his brother. 3:13; 6:3. Of all this effusion of innocent blood he never repented. Agag himself had made women childless: and now that his measure was full, justice listened to the cry of blood. This is the first offensive war, and specially by the divine command; for the character of the Hebrew theocracy was hostile to war. It was impossible for these crimes, accompanied with four hundred years of correspondent wickedness, to go unpunished. So Balaam had predicted; Numbers 24:20; and so Moses had commanded before his death. Deuteronomy 25:17-18.

The little infants of Amalek were involved in temporal death with their guilty fathers. The equity of this punishment is frequently illustrated by God’s dealing with mankind according to his covenant; and while this law exhibits the Lord as the arbiter of life and death, it should be a weighty argument with all parents to obedience; for children are at all times very much implicated in the prosperity, or the afflictions of their parents.

In this expedition, a mission worthy of angels, Saul discovered a character very much degenerate from his sentiments when first anointed. He discovered his pride by sparing Agag, the finest and most guilty person in the nation, to grace his triumph; and the people taking a licence from his conduct, spared the best of the cattle and of the flocks. This was a sin of covetousness and pride; this was Achan’s sin, for all Amalek was accursed as Jericho, though many escaped death by flight. Joshua 7. This sin tarnished the spotless purity of God’s judgments: neighbouring nations, instead of being sanctified with fear, would say that Israel had cut off Amalek, not for iniquity, but for spoil.—Saul having lost the humility and grace of his first anointing, he was not only proud, but vainglorious. He set up a pillar to commemorate his victory; he boasted to Samuel that he had done as the Lord had commanded; and finally became so mean as to beg the prophet to honour him before the people. Need we wonder that God should reject so faithless a servant? Let us learn therefore to execute God’s just decrees against the Amalek of our corruptions with a firm and unrelenting hand. Let us tremble at disobedience, and at every vestige of lurking pride; for sins so fostered may prove as awful to us, as to Saul in the day of trial.

Saul, by his former unbelief and presumptuous sacrifice in Gilgal, and now by sparing the best spoil of Amalek, so far provoked the Lord that his repentance was not accepted to continue him in the kingdom. In vain did he, after blaming the people, acknowledge his sin; in vain did he offer peace-offerings, the Holy One of Israel had no pleasure in a camp polluted with Achan’s sin. In vain did Samuel cry to the Lord for a whole night, and continue his mourning till the anointing of David; the Strength of Israel, or giver of victory, would neither repent nor lie. He lost the crown as Esau lost the birthright. He lost his crown by sparing bloody Amalek, and it was the lot of an Amalekite to take it off his head on Gilboa, and bring it to David! Ah, how piercing when Samuel’s mantle rent, to hear the prophet say, the Lord has taken the kingdom from thee, and given it to thy neighbour. So when a man departs from the Lord, and falls into wilful sin, every circumstance around him joins the terrors of his mind to preach the judgments of God. The sound of the clock seems to say, that divine justice is ready to strike his soul with the vengeance due to sin.

From the fall of this misguided king, all classes of men may feel the force of Samuel’s words: Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. The man who goes on his way with a stedfast and simple mind shall be exalted in the issue; but he who goes through life sinning and repenting, may sin once too often, and place himself beyond the reach of a Samuel’s intercession. From the time the Lord answered him not, Saul’s steps were doubtful and calamitous, his temper violent and wicked, and his death tragic and inglorious to Israel. May every man who began his course with humility, but who on being exalted a little by providence, became imperious and proud, profit by the errors of Saul, who once had a prospect of becoming the greatest of kings, and the happiest of men. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-23
1 Samuel 16:7. The Lord said to Samuel. A cloud of proofs demonstrate, that the Eternal Word did personally accompany the holy prophets, and talk with them by voice in open vision. What nation had God so nigh unto them?

1 Samuel 16:13. Anointed him. David certainly knew that this was the regal unction, and he felt the Spirit accompany it. But critics agree that his brethren did not then so understand it.

1 Samuel 16:15. An evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. Afterwards, the evil spirit departed, or ascended from him: 1 Samuel 16:23. The LXX in both places have evil spirit, which is followed in the Latin and English—From God, Arabic, “by the permission of God.” The fathers say that this spirit was a demon, but the moderns think it was a demon exciting melancholy, fury, and anger; a spirit of fear and jealousy.

1 Samuel 16:23. David took a harp and played. Ovid celebrates the fame of Orpheus, who could so play on the lute and the harp, that the rivers stopped their courses to listen; the rocks, the woods and forests were moved, and joined in the song. The lions, the tigers and bears forgot their natural ferocity, and were tamed. Metam. 10. 11. The moral is, that Orpheus, by the powers of music and song, softened the hearts and ferocious manners of the Thracians. Birds and beasts are often affected by the powers of music.

REFLECTIONS.
Truly it is not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth. When God had a great work to do in the earth, he called the instruments from the treasures of his providence. Holy men had no hand in their call and elevation. The Lord fixed his eye on David, a youth ruddy in person; and in soul a man after his own heart. He was under twenty years of age, as appears from his not being numbered for war.

Mark the hallowed secresy with which heaven proceeded in its work. Samuel’s mourning is at last superseded by a revelation that God had elected a new king; and his fears are allayed by a command to sacrifice a peace-offering at Bethlehem. Here the dying prophet would revive. He would now see, according to Jacob’s prediction, the sceptre invested in Judah, from whom it should not depart till the advent of the true Shiloh. Now Samuel would hope for his country, and hope for the church. Never did he take a journey with so willing a mind, or apparently with steps so light. He regarded this mission as the glorious and crowning act of all his tears and toils for Israel. He had seen little but a succession of troubles; little but darkness and clouds on his country; but now the morning star arose, and with a brilliancy which augured eternal day.

Samuel taking up his lodging with Jesse, contemplated his seven tall and hopeful sons. Happy fruits of Rahab’s faith; happy progeny of virtuous Ruth; once aliens to the covenant, but honoured by piety above the freeborn virgins of the land. With the fine appearance of Eliab, in person not inferior to Saul, Samuel was particularly struck. Surely, said he, the Lord’s anointed is before him. Mark hence, that revelation was sparingly given; the wisest of prophets knew nothing of futurity but what the Lord revealed. Revelation by vision was totally distinct from the most abstracted course of thought; so much so that it counteracted all Samuel’s thoughts and prepossessions. It said, the Lord hath not chosen these. Then David, the youngest and the absent was enquired for; and so eager was Samuel to see him, that he averred he would not eat till he came. And oh the emotions which would swell the prophet’s soul, on a sight of the lovely youth! He saw farther than the wondering family: he saw in him Israel’s glory and salvation. He saw the Messiah’s glory; but could not decypher the unutterable language of the Spirit. He therefore anointed him in presence of all his brethren; but his silence left them to learn in future the object of this unction. They would surmise that David was either to be a prophet or a judge, for they could not then have the most distant hope of the regal dignity.

This anointing of Samuel, it presently appeared, was richly attended with correspondent endowments of the Spirit; for music, and the composition of Psalms. Fear, in a manner, forsook him. While keeping his father’s flock, a lion came and took away a lamb, and in the ardour of his soul he smote and rent him in pieces. A bear he served in the same way; for God would gradually lead him to the exercise of courage, and the acquisition of glory. Yea, so much was he endowed with excellent gifts, that Eliab, excited to envy, reproached him with neglect of the flock, and ambition to see the battle. Thus, from the beginning, we see in David, that is, beloved, a figure of our Saviour in his name, in his profession, and in the place of his birth. But how very singular and instructive is the consideration, that as David rose, Saul sunk; as the one received the Spirit, the other lost it. A ferocious melancholy seized the soul of the guilty and desponding king, a melancholy of which Satan took particular advantage. The lives of his family, his courtiers and guards, were often insecure. The anointed youth was brought to the court, and introduced into those circles of society which contributed to his future elevation. He succeeded by the powers of music, in charming the king into a happier temper. All ancient nations have admitted its powers in the cure of various diseases, in composing anger, and affording pleasure in cases of melancholy. What a pity that Satan should almost wholly engross it to compose the guilty conscience, and to hold the dissipated by a fatal charm, till the vengeance of heaven transform its melody to mourning, and the bitter howlings of eternal woe. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-58
1 Samuel 17:4. There went out a champion, Goliath of Gath; a military character well known to the Hebrews. More than thirty years before he had scattered the army of Israel, slain the sons of Eli, and captured the ark, so that even heroes trembled at his name. His height was six cubits and a span; that is, nine feet six inches. Genesis 6:4. Numbers 13:28.

1 Samuel 17:5. A coat of mail; made of plates of foliated brass, with joints to admit of muscular motion in the arms and the body. Budeus in Paris, and more recently bishop Cumberland in England, have given an estimate of the whole of his armour as exceeding three hundred pounds weight.

1 Samuel 17:7. His spear was like a weaver’s beam in thickness, and twelve feet or more in length. Homer, Iliad 6., says that Hector’s spear was eleven feet in length. When he met Achilles in front of the Greek and Trojan armies, the soldiers suspended the battle to see the single combat. Hector threw his spear, which glided off Achilles’ coat of mail; then Achilles putting his spear between Hector’s legs, threw him on his back, and pierced the side of his throat, which was the signal of victory to the Greeks.

1 Samuel 17:16. The Philistine—presented himself, at the time of morning and evening parade, for forty days. He defied the army, and execrated the God of Israel. This was conformable to the ancient usages. Balak sent for Balaam to curse Jacob, and defy Israel. When the Romans attacked the Druids in the Isle of Anglesey, women were seen with torches, cursing and defying them. It was frequently the case for armies to encamp against each other for a long time, particularly in the wars between the Nabobs of India.

1 Samuel 17:26. David spake to the men that stood by—What shall be done for the man that killeth this Philistine? Prompted by the Spirit of God, he had come with bread for his brothers in his simplicity, not knowing the insults offered daily to JEHOVAH. He who had anointed David for the throne, opened his way by illustrious means for elevation.

1 Samuel 17:32. David said to Saul—thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. Had it not been for the heroism of slaying a lion one day, and a bear on another, Saul would not have confided the honour of the field to a youth, but twenty three years of age. Killing a lion placed Hercules in the list of heroes. The king perceived that David had a soul equal to the fight, and prayed the Lord to be with him: 1 Samuel 17:37.

1 Samuel 17:35. I caught by the beard, which includes his nostrils. The LXX read throat, which associates best with the idea of suffocation.

1 Samuel 17:40. He took his staff, the rod of his sling used as a staff, and chose five smooth stones out of the brook which ran between the two armies. David perceived that Goliath, like the massy Memnon, was heavily armed for close fight, and resolved to attack him by missiles, which would render his strength and his armour of no avail. Bethlehem was adjacent to the children of Benjamin, many of whom could sling a stone to a hair’s breadth and not miss. David had perfected himself in the use of the sling, a weapon which gentiles also had carried to perfection.

1 Samuel 17:43. The Philistine cursed David, באלהיו ba-Elohaiv, by his gods. It is difficult to say whether he understood this Hebrew word. Menochius gives us here a Roman form of execration. Dii te, Deaeque perdant, may the gods and goddesses destroy thee. David’s God requited these curses on Goliath’s head, by covering his eyes with a vapour, as it would seem, so that he repelled not the stone.

1 Samuel 17:49. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell upon his face to the earth: he fell to rise no more. The prostration of this monster reminds us of Virgil’s description of the fall of Entellus.

Entellus vires in ventum effudit, et ultrò Ipse gravis graviterque ad terram pondere vasto Concidit: ut quondam cava concidit, aut Erymantho, Aut Idâ in magnâ, radicibus eruta pious, ÆN. lib. 5. 50:446.
Entellus wastes his forces on the wind; And thus deluded of the stroke design’d, Headlong and heavy fell; his ample breast, And weighty limbs, his ancient mother press’d. So falls a hollow pine, that long had stood On Ida’s height, or Erymanthus wood, Torn from the roots, — DRYDEN. 

REFLECTIONS.
The Philistines, after the late war, having learned the particulars of their shameful flight from the sword of Jonathan, now seem anxious to recover their tarnished honour, and to excel the Hebrews in single combat, as well as in pitched battles. Thus private passions often occasion war; but God permits it for the punishment of wicked nations. The hero they had trained and armed in a coat of mail for this purpose, was Goliath of the ancient race of giants. His armour being highly polished, shed a terrific lustre on the trembling Hebrews. So the infidel age, by principle and by practice, bids defiance to the judgments of heaven, and ridicules the sanctifying fears of holy men.

At this juncture of time, when Saul had lost his courage, and when all his host were assailed with fear, David arrived at the camp. He heard the monster on the fortieth day, and the fortieth time blaspheme the name of his God; and his soul rose high in proportion as others feared. He heard the vast rewards of the king till his courage reached the royal ear. When Eliab, impelled by passion, severely accused him of pride, he proceeded with his enquiries; and when Saul discouraged him on the consideration of his youth, he mentioned the lion and the bear, deeds he could not have named with modesty, but in his present situation. Saul at last, hardly persuaded, armed him like Goliath; but this armour David laid aside, as ill according with his faith. So our blessed Lord, not believed on by his brethren, forsaken of his disciples, encountered death in single combat; and by the redemption of man, and his resurrection from the dead, he has laid the boasting of hell prostrate in the dust.

Behold now this stripling, despised on all sides, and apparently unarmed, approach the insulting foe. But he approaches in the name and strength of the Lord, and gives him a deadly wound in the height of all his pride, and in the last day of his contempt of God. Herod also, insulting heaven, fell by the angel, in the highest splendour of glory; so the Lord often overthrows his foes when they have attained the summit of wickedness and pride.

In Goliath’s fall we see the end of infidel and blaspheming men, who despise the name, and deride the judgments of the Lord. What a humiliation to Philistia which trusted in an arm of flesh: what a joy to Israel, to see the monster fall before a stripling, whose coat of mail was faith in God, and whose weapons were simply a stone and a sling. Well might the alien fly, and Israel pursue. It is God who giveth the victory, and encreaseth strength to them that have no might.

In David’s triumphant return to Saul, we see that he paid due homage to his king, and ascribed salvation to the Lord. He regarded this victory as the peculiar gift of heaven. Feeling his soul animated by a divine impetus, he had hurled back the boasting sneer of the heathen; and in the power of faith, laid him prostrate by the first effort of his arm. Thus the proud boaster had not power to raise his shield and repel a stone; the defier of the living God fell by the smallest touch of divine indignation. Israel’s tears were now turned to joy; all their confessions of fear and discouragement were at once changed to shouts; and Philistia could never more bring a champion into the field. In all this we cannot but be reminded of what Christ has done for us. Yea, the Holy Spirit seems to have alluded to our redemption by David’s victory. I wept much, says St. John, when no man was found worthy to open the book. But the angel said weep not, for behold the lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed to take the book, and to unloose the seals thereof. David, descended from Judah, having rent a lion, and slain Goliath, did the more strikingly prefigure our Saviour, who by a single stroke, not in Saul’s armour, hath vanquished death, and triumphed over all the powers of darkness on the cross. Rise, christian Israel; “turn the battle to the gates of the enemy.” Isaiah 9:4. Rise and spoil the alien. Rise and give glory to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-30
1 Samuel 18:4. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David. This was the highest mark of favour he could show him, and it is still esteemed as such in the oriental courts. Travenier’s Travels.
1 Samuel 18:6. Instruments of music. Hebrews שׁלשׁים shalashim, as in the margin, three stringed instruments, sistrums, or pandrums touched with the fingers, as among the Spaniards: but the Chaldee and the LXX read cymbals.

1 Samuel 18:7. Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. This is a triumphant song, or at least the chorus or burthen of one, similar to that which Miriam and the women sung. Exodus 15:20-21.

1 Samuel 18:8. Saul was very wroth. He began to be very jealous that they would soon place David on the throne of Israel, as they now so highly magnified him above their king.

1 Samuel 18:11. Saul cast the javelin at David; a species of sceptre, with a spear point at the end. The thyrsus of Bacchus was both a sceptre and a spear, entwined with leaves of the vine. Saul’s was a wicked act of melancholy, cunning and malice.

1 Samuel 18:13. Saul removed him from him. Disappointed in his intent to kill David, Saul determined to remove him from the court; and instead of commanding in the guards, as he had done before, made him a captain of another troop, where he hoped he might be slain in some expedition, or he himself have an opportunity of taking away his life.

There is an ancient version of these two foregoing chapters, viz. the Vatican, which appears to have been made from a Hebrew copy which had none of the many verses which are here supposed to be interpolated, and not genuine; which whoever considers, will find the accounts there given regular, consistent, and probable.—”As the nature of this work requires brevity, suffice it just to enumerate some of the verses that are supposed to have been inserted by some transcriber. Those who choose to examine these chapters further, may pursue Mr. Pilkington’s excellent remarks on the passages of sacred scripture, page 62; and Mr. Kennicott’s dissertation. See index to the texts. The first passage, which is not translated in the Vatican copy, is no less than twenty verses; viz. from the 11th to the 32nd verse of chapter 17., containing an account, which if seriously examined, will not carry much probability along with it. Without these verses the connection stands thus: 1 Samuel 17:11, When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 1 Samuel 17:32, Then David said unto Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him. No connection can be more proper. The next passage omitted in the Vatican copy is the 41st verse, though not specified by Mr. Pilkington; and then the 50th, which seems to be a needless recapitulation. The next interpolation is of nine verses; viz. the four last of chap. 17. and the five first of chap. 18. Leave these out, and the connection is entire, and the whole account consistent. 1 Samuel 17:51. David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, and he put his armour in his tent. 1 Samuel 18:6. And as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, the women came out. The other verses of chap. 18. which are supposed not to be genuine, are the 9th, 10th, 11th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 30th. On the whole, the Vatican copy is looked upon as the genuine translation of this part of David’s history.” Dr. Wall’s critical notes. Bishops Warburton, Hall, Horsley and others do not admit any interpolation, but merely a confusion in the arrangement; the interlocutory passages having been misplaced. After these latter critics, Mr. Townsend thus arranges his HARMONY: 1 Samuel 16:1-14; 1 Samuel 17:1-41; 1 Samuel 18:1-10; 1 Samuel 16:14-23, and forward.

1 Samuel 18:19. Merab, Saul’s daughter, was given to Adriel. This was a breach of covenant before the battle; so Samson was treated. Judges 15. How excellent was David’s piety in abstaining from revenge. By this princess David might have had sons, who would have claimed the throne. It might also have interfered with the wiser designations of heaven to give the kingdom to Solomon. All things work for good to those who love God.

1 Samuel 18:21. I will give him Michal, that she may be a snare to him; a snare for his life; a Delilah, a Cleopatra. This was strange counsel: he hated David more than he loved his daughter.

REFLECTIONS.
The fall of Goliath had distinguished David’s character, and unfolded the greatness of his soul. Jonathan had been equally distinguished by defeating the Philistines garrison, and spreading the panic through all their host. Jonathan was a man of sound heart and noble mind: and it is real merit which knows best how to appreciate merit. Hence his soul was knit to David’s, for they were congenial souls; the bonds were pure, and lasting as life and immortality. And how preferable was this love to the gnawing jealousy of Saul. How happy it tended to make Jonathan, while envy made his father wretched. Grace makes the soul noble; it tramples on hatred, envy and jealousy, to taste the pleasures of spotless friendship and of equal love.

But while the son is distinguished by a most virtuous friendship, the father is distinguished by the basest treasons and plots for David’s destruction; by a shameful breach of public faith in giving his daughter to another, and by a murderous hypocrisy in giving David promotion and partial command, solely with a view to procure his death. Ah, Saul, thy counsel shall not stand; the persecuted shall rise, and thou shalt fall; for the spirit of glory is departed from thee, and rested on him. Caleb, whose faith gave Achsah to Othniel, shall make thy perjury ashamed; yea, thine own conscience shall so confound thee that thou shalt be compelled to give him another daughter, though against thy will. So God is the defence of those who trust in his name. David at length received the princess who loved him for his virtues.

Christians should be cautious how they oppose and injure a young man of piety, of talents, and rising excellence in the church: let them neither spoil him by flattery, nor degrade him by unavailing efforts of envy and malice. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-24
1 Samuel 19:11. Saul sent messengers—to slay him. The Vulgate, lictors, executioners. They could not approach the bed of a princess till the morning.

1 Samuel 19:13. Michal took an image, a statue, or a bust, and put it in the bed. Though the Hebrew be teraphim, it cannot be understood of any image used for devotion. David never lifted up his hand to an idol.

1 Samuel 19:19. Naioth; that is, the house of doctrine. From this name, it is apparent, that Samuel had established here a little college or school of the prophets; and in this he aimed at the good of his country. It was a school under divine influences; a school in which the young men became prepared to go about the country to pray and prophesy; it was a school which commanded great respect from the nation, having Samuel for the father of the prophets. And how can the sanctuary be honoured, unless the preachers have the spirit of prophesy, the spirit which seizes all that hear them preach? And how can they support their honour, unless they are acquainted with languages, and the elements of knowledge? Assuredly, pious young men so called are worthy of all the aids that science can give to man. See 2 Kings 1:45.

REFLECTIONS.
In Jonathan we have a pattern of true friendship, pure and noble, the same towards David in adversity as in prosperity; friendship which nearly cost Jonathan his life, to save the life of his friend and brother. He argued forcibly, for grief is eloquent, that a man who had put his life in his hand should not have it taken away.

The errors of Saul in seeking, under these circumstances, to kill David, though we may make proper allowances for the evil influence under which he fell, place his character in the darkest shades, and number him with those foul and black souls which never calculate on the consequences of crime to assuage a wicked passion.

In Michal we see a woman doing all that she could, and doing it with success, to save the life of her husband. How preferable is that to swooning, fainting, and howling in the crisis of danger. The sublime passion of high female duty should take the lead of all the softer passions of the heart.

David fled to Samuel for counsel, comfort, and prayer. Here is a model for us to carry our troubles to a throne of grace, and to seek the advice and succour of the church of God.

We must next notice the power of religion on the mind. Samuel drew all these lictors in succession, and Saul himself to prayer, to psalmody and devotion. This was a masterly stroke, prompted by the Spirit of God, to engage all those persons in the exercises of devotion, as the best preservation from shedding innocent blood. Let the troubled and the persecuted be comforted. Who is he that shall harm you, if ye are followers of that which is good? Jesus can still force the lictors to say, “Never man spake like this man.” 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-42
1 Samuel 20:5. The new moon, a day of feasting and trumpets, accompanied with the exercises of devotion. Numbers 10:16.

1 Samuel 20:6. Run to Bethlehem. It was not very far from Saul’s residence, and only four miles from Jerusalem.

1 Samuel 20:17. Jonathan caused David to swear again. He knew that David would be king; and though he asked nothing for himself, yet he asked for his children, and for his seed for ever: 1 Samuel 20:42. David, according to his covenant, sought out Mephibosheth, a lame son of Jonathan, and treated him as a prince. See more on 2 Samuel 16.

1 Samuel 20:21. I will send a lad. Jonathan durst not let it be known that he had seen David.

1 Samuel 20:40. Gave his artillery. Hebrews כלי keley, instruments; the bow and arrows.

REFLECTIONS.
The fidelity of Jonathan to David runs through the whole of this chapter. This lovely prince knew, either by David’s anointing, or by a sort of divine intuition, that David would certainly be king, and that all his enemies would be cut off. He therefore wisely included his posterity in the covenant. A hint to christians, to place all their children in the hands of God, and to select holy men for their guardians.

Jonathan did all in his power to soften the anger of Saul, and to divert him from his bad purpose. Herein he is a model to us, in compromising feuds and disputes. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.”

But a prince, a prophet, a youth whose heart was fraught with every virtue, driven to exile among the heathen, ever accounted unclean; excites great interest in the heart. He leaves his country, and a young princess, the wife of his bosom; he leaves his parents and kin, exposed to the melancholy hatred of the king. But oh, more lovely still, he seeks first the oracle of God. Christian, learn of David to get more religion in all thy peregrinations, that he may bring thee also back to the promised crown. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-15
1 Samuel 21:1. Nob; fifteen miles west of Jerusalem, and on the road to Gath, where the wandering ark now rested. It was a little city of priests. After they were all murdered, by Saul, the ark was removed to Gibeon. 1 Chronicles 21:29. Thence to the house of Obed-Edom; from thence to Zion, and lastly to the temple. Our great and splendid cathedrals are of small avail; the ark still wanders, and dwells in tents.

1 Samuel 21:5. From women; that is, from their wives, as Moses commanded during the purification. Exodus 19:15. This opinion of the priest concerning holy bread, was not contrary to the spirit of the law in cases of need, and is justified by our Lord. Mark 2:25.

1 Samuel 21:7. Doeg; detained here for mischief, by some evil genius.

1 Samuel 21:13. He changed his behaviour. Hebrew, “he changed his taste.” Septuagint, “he changed his countenance.” That is, he changed his reason with gestures and motions, and scratched or marked the posts of their gates. Others say, he fell against the posts of the gates, and hurt himself. David’s great fears on hearing the king report his achievements, might really throw him into some sort of delirium. And the 34th and the 57th Psalms which he composed on this occasion, thanking God that he had preserved him from guile, strongly indicate that his behaviour before Achish was the effect of God’s afflicting hand.

1 Samuel 21:14. Lo, you see the man is mad. The LXX, ανδρα επιληπτον, an epileptic man. Saurin has reprinted the essay of a learned man who justifies this reading.

REFLECTIONS.
Never was a prayer offered to God with more need than one in the psalms: “Lord remember David, and all his troubles.” While a shepherd he knew neither wants nor woes; but while a prince he was a stranger to repose. His laurels were all converted into thorns: and it is often a rule with providence in the elevation of a good man to worldly honour, to try and prove him by some severities of affliction. So now, the awful hand of providence drove this favourite into adversity and exile, the best school of self-knowledge, and safest preparative for public life. And why be so much afraid of adversity? Woods, caves, and deserts were all preferable to the palace of Saul.

David in his troubles ran to the house of God; and whither can a man flee from the wrath of a king, but to the King of heaven? Here he hoped his prayers would be heard, and that some counsel and comfort would be afforded to his affliction and grief. But ah, strange to say, Ahimelech was afraid because he saw him alone. The priest was not unacquainted with the temper of the king. He feared that some misunderstanding had taken place; that David had fled to the sanctuary, and that he should be implicated by affording him protection.

David, not wishing to alarm the aged highpriest, suddenly and without forethought said, the king had sent him on a secret business. This however was not true; it was sinful in the sight of God: and the bitter consequences which followed in the massacre of Nob, should teach us to act a faithful part in exile and in all our difficulties. One fault of this kind may make a man ashamed as long as he lives.

This priest, relieved of his fears, gave David what few favours he could spare. Being at a distance from his house, and living on the altar, he had nothing but holy bread. This was exclusively for the sons of Aaron; yet in cases of necessity others might not only eat of it, but even partake of unclean beasts. Our Saviour has justified this deviation from the letter of the law; for the life of man is more than meat.

Having obtained bread to nourish life, he next solicited armour for his defence. Though the house of God was not an arsenal; it had however a monument of salvation in the sword of Goliath. This David most gladly received. Being a memorial of past favours, it was in his hand a pledge of future safety. Thus equipped with bread and armour, he fled from all his friends to seek a refuge among his foes: many of the oppressed Hebrews had no doubt sheltered in Philistia. But greatness in calamities cannot obscure itself, like the abject and the poor. What strange things occur in the course of providence. David the favourite of Israel, the conqueror of Goliath appears in Gath among Goliath’s friends, and with the giant’s sword rusty in his hand. Here he cannot be in safety. All his fame had reached their ears; the court is jealous and uneasy at his presence. But God saves him by epilepsy; for his words indicate that he used no guile. Psalms 34:13. Men, suddenly over-taken with calamities, are sometimes so agitated with anxiety and passion, as not to act with sober deliberation and caution. The operations of reason are the purest when the storm of passion has subsided. Hence persons peculiarly tried should pray very earnestly for the guidance and counsel of the Lord. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-23
1 Samuel 22:10. He enquired of the Lord for him. This was a lie, which Doeg invented to ingratiate himself with Saul: 1 Samuel 22:22. Psalms 52:3.

1 Samuel 22:16. Thou shalt surely die: another rash oath, in which the words of an informer were received before the attestations of the Lord’s anointed. Several hundreds of persons must have perished by this stroke; eighty five priests wearing their linen ephods over their breasts and shoulders, their wives and children, labourers and servants. The LXX read three hundred and five; Josephus three hundred and eighty five persons. Innocent blood, now shed, to purge temporally the stains of Eli’s house. These priests came in their robes, as is still the custom of the clergy at levees. When Napoleon was in Flanders, the protestant ministers came in their robes, and were politely received; but the catholic priests came in their usual clothes, and the emperor asked them whether they were attorneys?

REFLECTIONS.
Continuing the history of the Lord’s anointed in exile, we follow him from Gath to the cave of Adullam, a fortress of strength, and very deep. Here valiant men resorted to him; Joab, Abishai, &c. Here he laid the foundation of his own power, not against Saul, but for the defence of his life, and the kingdom.

In this perilous and eventful situation he kept his eye on God, and on the hope of his anointing. He touched not the flocks of his neighbour, but subsisted on the spoil of his enemies, on the gifts of his friends, and what the desert would produce. The wicked who came to share in his hopes he reformed; for he declared that no liar should be near his person, and that no man should serve him who did not serve the Lord. The work of righteousness shall stand, while the counsel of the wicked is brought to nought.

We may farther add, the man who fears God will revere his parents. Jesse, now more than a hundred years of age, terrified at Saul’s cruelty and crimes, durst not remain under his power, but fled to share the fortunes of his son, who discovered the utmost filial piety in soliciting a retreat for his father and mother with the king of Moab; for by Ruth they were descended from that country. David prospered in adversity. Not only valiant men, but those exposed to imprisonment for debt, and those who were oppressed with poverty and the heavy hand of power, resorted to him. What a blessing that he could afford afflicted men a refuge, and mitigate the rigours of justice, though he had scarcely a refuge for himself. So our blessed Lord, poor and despised in the world, is the sinner’s friend. He pays their debts, and delivers their souls from the power of Satan and the dominion of sin. David’s encrease of strength made Saul afraid. He intimated that all his servants were traitors; that none of them had discovered to him either David’s conspiracy, or Jonathan’s league. Guilt is jealous. Saul now seeking David’s life, naturally feared that David sought his life. Saul was afraid of himself, and of every one about his person. Surely the Spirit of God had departed from him.

Bad masters make bad servants. Saul’s wickedness and fears stirred up the lurking wickedness of Doeg the Edomite. This man had eaten bread at David’s table, and was at Nob when David fled to Ahimelech, probably to purge himself from some sin. This man had never suspected David of treason till he heard Saul suspect him. Now he avails himself of the king’s passion to ingratiate himself into the royal favour. He gives a false turn to every fact; he never once adds, that Ahimelech received him with fear, and altogether as Saul’s friend. Nay, he adds falsehood to guile. He says that Ahimelech had enquired of God for him. David did not ask him to enquire; and the unfortunate journey to Gath shows that he did not go thither by divine appointment. How unsafe is the life of man in the hands of the wicked; how unsafe is friendship with a Judas. Well: triumph wicked man, deceive and betray thy master with the kiss of kindness. Let thy counsel succeed: smite the innocent with the sword, and God shall requite thy wickedness in full reward. Thou shalt presently fall inglorious with thy master on Gilboa; thy wife shall be a widow, and thy children vagabonds in the land.

See next the venerable Ahimelech in all his pontifical array, with eighty four sons and brethren in his train, conducted by a military escort to answer his accuser in the presence of Saul. Hear the aged man protest his innocence; and more than innocence; for in serving David he thought he was serving Saul. Hear him declare also that most of the priests never so much as knew of David’s visit till after he was gone. His tears, his language, his accents carry conviction to all that hear; so much so, that the guards hazard their own lives in the refusal to slay the priests. Doeg the accuser is compelled to be the executioner. Nor did the calamity stop here; the whole city of Nob must perish, because Saul, often guilty of rash swearing, had pronounced them accursed. And Gibeah, some way implicated, it is supposed, suffered about the same time.—But, oh God, if it be lawful for a mortal to ask, Why didst thou suffer so many innocent people to fall; and why didst thou suffer the wicked to triumph, and lies to prosper? Who will serve thee; who will trust in thy word, if thou wilt not protect thine own, and the persons of thine anointed? Thou canst not, it is known in all the earth, thou canst not but be righteous; but why do clouds surround thy throne, and darkness attend thy paths? Were these a race of wicked and degenerate priests? Were they the roots of the long sentenced, the long spared, but still impenitent branches of Eli’s house? chap. 2. Did they still rob thee of the shoulder, and of the fat? Did they still ravish the women, and cause them to abhor the offering of the Lord? And would nothing purge thy sanctuary of crimes so foul, but the blood of the guilty? And to accomplish the terrors of thy justice, didst thou avail thyself of David’s well-intended errors; of Doeg’s malice, and of Saul’s jealous and malignant temper! Oh adorable justice; the result of mercies long abused. Oh tragic Nob, still speak to the christian sanctuary. Let the men that handle thy covenant be sanctified by thy judgments, that all the earth may fear thy name.—Meanwhile, as a nation, let England be grateful that our lives are in the hands of juries, and that the sentence of the guilty is ascertained by law.

However tremendous the ultimate vengeance on Eli’s house, justice was still mixed with mercy. Abiathar, a hopeful branch, escaped to David, being left behind, as is supposed, to attend the altar. Now David will rise, and Saul will sink. He has in his hand a prophet to direct his steps, and a priest with the ephod to enquire of God. Let him wait in the school of adversity, till providence, in conformity to the pledges of his anointing, shall call him to the throne. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-29
1 Samuel 23:1. Keilah, a walled town in the south of Judah, near the sources of the brook Besor.

1 Samuel 23:4. David enquired of the Lord yet again. Gideon also asked a double sign in time of fear and doubt, by the falling of dew on the fleece.

1 Samuel 23:7. Saul said, God hath delivered him into my hand. Saul here consulted with his own heart, while David enquired of the Lord.

1 Samuel 23:18. They two made a covenant. This was the third, or the renewal of the covenants. The first was after the victory over Goliath and the Philistines. The second when they met at the rock Ezel. The third here, in the wilderness of Ziph, when it was renewed with some enlargements.

REFLECTIONS.
Having kept our eye on David from Nob to Gath, and from Gath to the cave, where he was joined by the best and worst of his country; and having seen him safely repose his parents in Moab, providence next employed him for the salvation of Keilah. But on an enterprize so arduous, most of his guards, who were not yet soldiers, durst not go. Behold, said they, we be afraid here in Judah; how much more when we come to the armies of the Philistines? But on enquiring of God by the ephod, he received a positive promise of victory, though, according to the Seventy, his men did not exceed four hundred. This was an action grateful to his country; it saved the harvest of Judah, and reproached the negligence of Saul.

Honour is dangerous. David’s new laurels stirred up more inveterately the enmity of his enemy. Saul already viewed him as shut up in Keilah, hated of the Philistines, and now sure to fall. But while Saul counselled for David’s ruin, God counselled for David’s safety. He was directed to flee to the romantic woods and deserts of Ziph, which separates Idumea from Judah. Here he sung salvation to the Lord. Here the inspiration of his soul was aided by the scenery of nature, and his devotion elevated by the severity of affliction. Oh how much is the christian church, as well as the kingdom of Israel, indebted to providence for David’s exile: during that period he composed many of his best and most instructive psalms. In these retreats, while David thought himself an object of misery, and the scorn of the drunkard’s song, behold Jonathan came to renew his covenant with him. David all doubt, Jonathan all faith, met together once more. The anointing of David by Samuel, it would now seem, had transpired; and Jonathan, full of goodness, seeing the deliverances providence had wrought for his brother and his friend, came at the risk of his father’s anger and his life, to do the exile homage as the king of Israel. We may say of this act, as Jesus said of the centurion, I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel. Jonathan surrenders his birthright back to God, and prefers being second under David, to the being first in the kingdom out of the order of God. This covenant is ratified by many witnesses, and confirmed by an oath of the Lord. Just so, poor dejected believer, when thou thinkest thy hope lost, and all things making against thee, the Lord Jesus comes from heaven to renew his covenant with thy fainting soul. He comes when thou art most surrounded with poverty, afflictions and tears, to say that the crown and the kingdom are thine. Never were friendship and love like that of Jonathan to David; and truly never was love like that of Jesus to thee.

The loving son had not long retired, and David had not long reached the wilderness of Maon, before the cruel father came to take the life of the Lord’s anointed. Informed by the treacherous Ziphites of all the retreats and habits of David, Saul in a manner surprised and surrounded him ere he was aware. Already did the bloody Benjamites, “ravening as wolves,” exult in their success: already did they say, “There is no help for him in God.” And now what should David do? The select band were coming round the little hill or rock; and he could not fight against a father; a crown obtained by crime is to the victor an awful boon. To David there was no hope of victory by arms; and a flight in the desert would have been attended by pursuit, by carnage, and by disasters the most afflictive. Now Satan would say, where is the hope of thy anointing? This day thou shalt fall by the hand of Saul, and thy life shall be as water spilt on the ground. Thou hast caused thy lustre to be involved in eternal night, and brought the utmost calamity on all thy faithful friends. So, for a moment, God seemed to sport with David’s fears. So for a moment, he suffered him to cry, what profit is there in my blood. Then when he had no friend to save him, behold, his enemies diverted the stroke. A swift-footed messenger cried with vehemence to Saul; the Philistines have invaded the land. Thus David was saved in the crisis of danger, and altogether by the watchful care of heaven. Surely David would now doubt no more, no more expressions of weakness would escape his lips. And surely the christian, contemplating all these works of the Lord, will learn to trust him in all straits, difficulties and afflictions; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-22
1 Samuel 24:1. En-gedi was adjacent to the dead sea. Strabo, speaking of the caverns in Syria and Iturea, says, there is one which will hold four thousand men. Lib. 16.
1 Samuel 24:3. Saul went in to cover his feet; a modest phrase for easing nature; and laying aside his robe, David now approached and cut off a small part.

1 Samuel 24:4. I will deliver thine enemy into thy hand. Rabbi Lyranus says, that Samuel had told him this when his wife had aided his escape from the executioners sent by Saul.

1 Samuel 24:20. Thou shalt surely be king. It was the general opinion in the army and nation, that David should succeed to the throne.

REFLECTIONS.
The destruction of David being the leading passion of Saul, he scarcely allowed himself time to check the Philistines, before he returned to the most dishonourable pursuit of the best of men. Malice, when rooted in the heart, is the most awful of human passions.

Saul was subtle as well as malicious; and so much so, that the vigilant David was in a manner surprised a second time. But behold him, who laid a snare for another, fall into a mortifying snare which no man had laid for his feet. While the army marched on, Saul alone approached the cave, being watched by David and his friends. The king, not suspecting the presence of an enemy, ventured to enter and enjoy the shade. And David’s friends, on Saul’s approach, had not been wanting to remind him that the promise by Samuel or Gad, was now accomplished, that God would deliver his enemy into his hand. Yea, David himself could not forget the spear twice thrown to pierce him; nor would Abiathar be wanting to plead for the just vengeance of his father’s blood, and the blood of all his brethren. But a servant of God must never do an action unworthy of his holy name. A son must never conspire against a father. No crown becomes a virtuous prince but a crown of righteousness.

Saul, unconscious Saul, had scarcely retired from the cave, before a voice cried after him, My lord—my father! He turned and saw David, sometimes bowing to the earth, and sometimes holding up the shred of his robe. He wondered and listened to the defence of his son. Struck for the moment with the risk he had run, and amazed to find in David a protector, his soul softened; the tears flowed, and truth raised her voice above prejudice and passion. He acknowledged his errors, and the superior rectitude of his son. Now the friends of Saul and of David gather round to hear the extraordinary conversation; now the two armies approach, but not to fight. It is not to destroy David, but to contract a covenant with him, and to do him homage as the king of Israel.

But how shall Doeg show his face at this interview? How shall he meet the eyes of David, and of Abiathar? How shall all the liars, and all the flatterers of Saul, who had whispered in the royal ear a thousand treasons against David, lift up their head? The shred of the robe makes them all afraid: and the eyes of one innocent man covers the countenance of a thousand culprits with confusion. And how, we may farther ask, will this guilty world, who have made light of Christ and his gospel, and who have offered ten thousand indignities to his name and to his church, dare to see him on his throne? By and by their feet will fall into the cave; and happy if they may find a David to let his enemies go. Let the christian be instructed by this interview concerning the weapons of his warfare; they are not carnal, but mighty through grace. Yesterday it was rebel David, traitor David, and a price was set on his head. To-day, it is “my son David.” The live coal had thawed the heart of Saul.

Saul, defective in virtue and often imprudent, was not defective in common sense. He acknowledged David as the successor to the crown; and wisely stipulated for the protection of his house. This was a measure of consummate policy, and happy in its effects. So he parted from David grateful that he had shed tears, not blood. He returned humbled indeed, and branded in his robe, but that was far better than to have it stained with innocent blood.

If Saul was prudent, David was still more so. He still preferred his hold, which secured a partial safety, and a retreat at pleasure to the desert, to a mansion in the court. He preferred the goats and sheep for neighbours rather than Saul’s courtiers; he was but too well acquainted with the variable temper of the king. He wisely feared that the tears of Saul were only as the giving of a frosty day, when acted upon by the warmth of noon; in the evening the cold prevails with a greater power than before. Hence we should endeavour to live peaceably if possible with wicked men, but not to put ourselves in their power. We should also learn, that transient tears for past faults are no marks of genuine repentance, unless they are followed by the correspondent fruits of faith, obedience and love. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-44
1 Samuel 25:1. Samuel died, four months, say the rabbins, before the death of Saul. The elders of the nation from all the tribes attended, to behold the glory of a setting sun, which left its lustre bright on high. His bones, says Jerome, were long after removed to Constantinople, over which Justin the emperor raised a monument.

1 Samuel 25:3. The name of the man was Nabal, a stubborn foolish man. His estates lay in Carmel, where his thousand goats could leap on the rocks, and his sheep feed on the hills. These flocks David had protected, and had fair claims of hospitality. David had retired into those borders of Tyre to avoid collision with the court of Saul.

1 Samuel 25:8. We come in a good day. The christian can say the same of sacraments and of divine ordinances.

1 Samuel 25:18. Two bottles of wine. Bruce calls these gerbashes, strong hides sewed close, and thrown over the back of a beast.

1 Samuel 25:29. The bundle of life; a Hebraism for the immortality of the soul, and the happiness of separate spirits under the throne of glory. So rabbi Solomon Ben Gabirol, a Hebrew poet, uses the phrase, “Thou hast prepared under the throne of thy glory an abode for the souls of thy saints: there the souls of the sanctified dwell, who are bound up in the bundle of life. There the weary find repose; there they renew their strength, after the toils and fatigues of the present world. There they enjoy consolation, and unlimited pleasures and delight.”

REFLECTIONS.
How glorious, spotless, and wise was the life of Samuel! His early piety was followed by correspondent virtues to old age. He found his country in the lowest state of oppression, and religion almost extinguished; he succeeded in reforming the morals and raising the hopes of Israel to a glory which, very soon after his death, eclipsed the glory of all the east. When the people became impatient for a king, he resigned his authority as judge; he so displaced his sons that we hear no more of them, and he anointed two kings to the prejudice of his own family. How disinterested as a servant; how pure as a prophet. Well might Israel mourn, for in losing him every family had lost its friend, and all the land had lost a father. Well might David hasten farther south to the wilderness of Paran, for now Saul had lost the only man who awed his abuse of power. This great prophet was assuredly adorned with every virtue that can dignify human nature. His sun went down at the age of about ninety, but left an immortal lustre on the bench, and on the sanctuary.

From the good Samuel we next turn our views to the churlish and wicked Nabal. This man inherited all the temporal blessings of his ancestor Caleb, but he was a stranger to all his virtues. He was a fool, a drunkard, void of gratitude; and prosperity in the hands of a fool cannot be of long duration. Being of the same tribe with David he was acquainted with his anointing, with Saul’s covenant, and with David’s public and private claims for defending his country; yet this man on receiving the most respectful embassy, reproaches David as a fugitive and a traitor. And if Shimei forfeited his life by cursing David, where is the prince so circumstanced, who would have spared the life of Nabal.

Notorious wickedness is most provoking to brave and virtuous minds. David went to an excess in this way: he swore by an oath of the Lord to cut off Nabal and all the males of his house before the morning light. But in the 58th Psalm, said to be written on this occasion, he acknowledges God’s peculiar right to punish sins of this nature, as the issue proved.

Nabal’s wickedness was fully acknowledged by the young man who ran to acquaint Abigail. He confesses that David was a wall to them; that he had kept both sheep and shepherds, against the depredations of the Arabians; and he apprized his mistress of his fears from some expressions which the embassy had dropped.

Abigail’s prudence and virtues seem to have acquired a higher lustre from the vices of her husband. Behold, this woman rises at midnight for the salvation of her house. See her liberal presents, and quickness of dispatch. All her house promptly obey, for prudence is obeyed with pleasure. She leaves her house in the night for David’s camp: but how is she surprised to meet the prince and his army at the foot of her own hill! Another hour of delay, and all had perished. Blessed woman: thy name deserves to be enrolled in the annals of immortality. Well hast thou saved one husband awhile from death, and gained another worth a thousand Nabals. Her speech was not less admirable than her present. She prostrated, confessed the fault, and acknowledged the errors of her husband, but in language which associated her innocence in his guilt. She does more: she predicts David’s deliverance from Saul, and his accession to the throne; for on great occasions, God gives virtuous souls a greatness of language. There is no estimating the obligation which some bad men are under to a virtuous wife.

Mark the difference between virtue and vice in the crisis of danger. Abigail’s soul awoke to eloquence, gratitude, and devotion; but when Nabal was apprized that he had been brought by his wickedness to the gates of death, and the verge of hell, he became as a stone: his gloomy soul died within him. Oh what risks the wicked run. How often has that drunkard been within a step of hell by a premature death; and yet he stupidly proceeds in the same awful route. Well: let him be assured that God in a little while will inflict upon him the long-suspended blow.

Abigail by this embassy, though the thought had not entered her mind, did more than save her house. The noble soul of David knew best how to appreciate her noble deed. Her beauty indeed was enough to attract, but that was obscured in the lustre of her eloquence and virtues. The grandeur of her soul was developed in the crisis of danger. No sooner therefore did he hear of Nabal’s death, than he sent to secure this faithful guardian, this wise companion and virtuous friend, for the partner of all his toil. So Abigail rose to the throne by her virtues, while vice hurled Nabal into the shades of oblivion. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-25
1 Samuel 26:5. Saul lay in the trench. Junius reads, “among the waggons;” the Vulgate, “He slept in the tent.” The Romans mostly fortified their camp; the Greeks did the same on the Trojan shore.

1 Samuel 26:6. Zeruiah. She was David’s sister, and had three sons; Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, the last of whom Abner slew. 1 Chronicles 2:16.

1 Samuel 26:25. So David went on his way; and would not trust his life in the hands of the Benjamites.

REFLECTIONS.
Whether the Ziphites were afraid of Saul’s displeasure, or whether they thought to do the king a favour by acting as spies over David, is not asserted; but evident it is, that they acted a very insidious part. Had David been of Saul’s temper on his coming to the throne, their policy would have received a full reward.

Saul, who seems to have entertained no designs against David after losing the skirts of his robe, found all his bad and lurking passions revive on receiving information of the Ziphites. How lamentable and dangerous is it to suffer jealousy, malice, or any wicked passion to corrode the heart. It may rise with strength in the hour of temptation, and cover better men than Saul with confusion of face.

This new calamity coming on David, afforded him another opportunity for the display of virtue. The sudden and secret approach of the king inspired his soul, not with fear but with fortitude. He felt the spirit of his anointing return, as when he slew the lion and the bear; and as when he went against Goliath with a sling and a stone in the name of his God. Calumniated on every side, he had no way of justifying himself but by his actions. Presuming therefore on the negligence of Saul’s camp, and on his valour in case of alarm, he resolved to give the king a second proof of his innocence by sparing his life. Abishai seconded his view: so these two men performed a deed which enrolled their names in the annals of immortality.

Mark the providential care of God over his covenant servant. Correspondent to David’s courage, a deep sleep from God had fallen on Saul and his houshold troops. David and Abishai entered the camp; the weary monarch extended in profound repose, his guards were all secure around him; for David was their guardian. And happy that it was David, not Abishai, who presided in command. He left him as he found him, in profound safety and repose. He took only the splendid spear, and the pitcher from the bolster of the king. Here God gave David a most singular proof of his faithfulness and care, that he might learn to fear him and none besides.

No sooner did the day dawn, than David was the first to beat the reveille to the slumbering foe. He cried and shouted from the adjacent hill, bearing a trophy in each hand. His triumph over Abner in point of generalship is consummate in its kind. “Answerest thou not, Abner? Art not thou a valiant man? And who is like to thee in Israel? Wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king?” Abner was silent; Abner was covered with shame. Thus in the sight of God and all good men shall the workers of iniquity be put to silence.

Saul hearing David’s voice, and knowing now that he had twice spared his life, was pierced to the heart, and more deeply than Abishai could have pierced him while asleep. Coals of fire were heaped on his head; and his heart though very hard, melted in the flame. He confessed his sin, and avowed his folly; he blessed his son, and invited him home. And as Saul never saw David after that morning, it was a happiness that they parted so tenderly, and that the king so faithfully in future kept his covenant with his servant. Why should we not hope from this contrition all that charity would prompt us to hope?

Mark the piety of David amid the severities of a long exile. His chief grievance arose from being driven out from the Lord’s inheritance, and from being bid to go and serve other gods; a calamity which tempted him to the destruction of both his body and his soul: he himself knew best how to comment on this calamity, and to appreciate the privileges of an Israelite.—”How amiable are thy tabernacles, oh Lord of hosts. My soul longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord.” He envied the little birds who could build their nests in his house, and preferred the office of a doorkeeper there to that of a prince in the tents of wickedness. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-12
1 Samuel 27:8. The Geshurites. They were a branch of the Canaanites. Joshua 12:5. Another branch of this people resided beyond the Jordan. 2 Samuel 3:3; 2 Samuel 13:15.—The Gezrites are the people of Gezer. Joshua 16:3. The people of Amalek have been spoken of before. Hence David, by leaving none of them alive, fulfilled the divine injunction which was twice given by Moses, and once by Samuel: chap. 15.

1 Samuel 27:10. Against the south of Judah. The three nations, 1 Samuel 27:8, had maintained themselves in the lot or district of Judah. But this was not telling Achish the whole truth. This invasion would make David popular in Judah; and it is not doubted but he consulted the Lord, who had said that he would have war with Amalek from generation to generation. Exodus 17:14.

REFLECTIONS.
David finding Saul so often inconstant, and the Ziphites treacherous, became low-spirited. God had twice delivered him from Saul, and yet he feared that God would not continue to deliver him, So this man of faith had moments of doubt and fear.

During this dark and cloudy moment, he looked round him for a refuge. Saul had beaten the neighbouring kings to the east; and there seemed no protector but Achish, who was the chief prince in Philistia. With him therefore he sought protection, and formed an alliance. This was a step of human prudence, in which he did not consult the Lord; and it involved him in suspicions with his country; for the friend of Achish was the enemy of Israel.

Besides, in his new situation, he was surrounded with fresh foes, against whom he had to march. Probably he trespassed on some of their lands when entering into Ziklag; or that he had received injuries from them while in the desert which he did not think prudent then to revenge. Be that as it may, they were nations sentenced to die for their wickedness; and the divine judgments seem to awake with the greater strength for having slumbered so long. The return of David from this expedition was tarnished with duplicity: he did not dare to tell Achish all the particulars, and so told him that he had been to the south of Judah. And he could not, it would seem, attack the three branches of those nations without making some inroad on the lot of Judah. Yet whatever mitigation may be pleaded for David’s evasion doing Achish no harm, and procuring his own repose, it is by no means to be imitated. The discovery of deception always does harm; and there never was an age in which it was allowed. And if it be considered, that David involved himself in troubles with Amalek, and hazarded a war with his own country, it is a doubt whether he was prudent in leaving the desert for a refuge in Philistia. A protection sought from the enemies of the Lord, is not at all times either wise or safe. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-25
1 Samuel 28:4. Shunem, in the tribe of Issachar, not far from mount Hermon.

1 Samuel 28:7. A woman that hath a familiar spirit: a mistress of OB. See Deuteronomy 18:11. The LXX read pythoness, a word often used by Herodotus for the Sybils or priestesses of heathen temples. It was understood that she was familiar with an evil genius, but an evil genius that certainly had no power over Samuel. The African negroes in the West Indies still preserve the Hebrew word, and affect to practise obi, by incantation to demons who cannot help them.

1 Samuel 28:8. Saul disguised himself, that the woman might not know him; that the army might not suspect his absence, and that he might conceal the shame of his oracle from his country.

1 Samuel 28:11. Bring me up Samuel. Augustine, knowing that Satan is often transformed into an angel of light, says it was the devil personating Samuel. This has deceived many. Matthew Henry has adopted Augustine’s opinion. The woman was terrified. She saw a presence with whom she was not familiar, who, according to Josephus, informed her who her guest really was.

1 Samuel 28:12. When the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: for besides Samuel who was clad in his mantle, she saw gods; that is princes and governors ascending out of the earth; and she was told by one present, that the disguised person was Saul himself. Moses in his strong injunctions to destroy both witches and wizards, founded the divine law on the fact, that some of the humankind are so depraved as to maintain intercourse with wicked spirits. And how revolting soever this may be to the believer, or the unbeliever, we must never be ashamed of the doctrines of revelation. The whole system of revealed religion is founded on an intercourse with the invisible world. The text is also very explicit, that Samuel himself on this great occasion, actually appeared; for when Saul saw him, he stooped with his face to the ground. The terrors of the woman contribute not a little towards identifying the person of Samuel; she knew he was a sacred character over whom her accursed arts had no power. Hence God was pleased, on this occasion, to send Samuel, as he sent Moses and Elijah to talk with Jesus on the mount. Matthew 17. So the author of Ecclesiasticus asserts: he not only identifies the person, but enumerates the objects of Samuel’s appearing: chap. Sirach 46:20. He told Saul that the battle should be fought the next day—that the Philistines should conquer—that the host or spoil should fall into their hand—that Saul should be slain—that his three sons should likewise be slain—and that David should succeed him in the throne, because he had disobeyed the Lord in the affair of Amalek. Now all these circumstances were too many and too distinguished for a cunning wicked woman to invent. Besides, a woman of that character would have been more inclined to flatter than to add to the king’s affliction, by an abrupt disclosure of all those terrific predictions. Hence the sneers of infidels, who pretend that this was a mere juggling trick of the woman, fall to the ground. Saul, attended by two of his valiant friends, would never have prostrated before any being less venerable than Samuel. And it would have been almost impossible to have deceived him, having so long known and revered the holy prophet.

1 Samuel 28:16. Wherefore then dost thou ask of me? It would have been far better for Saul to have been ignorant of the future, till the God of futurity had made known his pleasure. He and his friends might then have fought with courage and hope: now he went to battle with a dead soul in a living body. Samuel had said in plain words. “to-morrow, thou and thy sons shall be with me.” The LXX, thou and thy sons with thee shall fall.
REFLECTIONS.
What a lamentable scene does this chapter present. Saul, once very humble, and once a prophet, having long abused the high fruits of heaven, found that the day of his visitation approached. God had a long reckoning with him for his pride and covetousness in sparing Agag, and the flocks of Amalek; for a multitude of tyrannies, and the effusion of innocent blood. Now his day was come, and it was the darkest day of all his life. Mark his situation: he was divested of all the grace and courage conferred at his anointing; for talents long abused are resumed by the giver. When he saw the enemy he was sorely afraid. One would have thought his first steps would have been to recal David, and to renew the national covenant with God; but those ideas he would not admit. Assailed with a thousand fears, he went to the dreamers; but they had no dreams. He next applied to the priest; but the Urim was silent. He went last of all to the prophets; but they had no vision. Ah, how vain for men to apply to the Just and Holy One, till they have first renounced their sins, and to the uttermost of their power repaired their faults. Every wicked man ought therefore to profit by the situation of Saul in the last moments of his life. A day is coming when neither friends, nor physicians, nor even the best ministers of religion will be able to afford them help.

Saul, unable to face his foes, and finding heaven silent, had, strange to say, recourse to the devil. In his early and more pious days, he had purged the land of necromancers, yet he now sends his servants to enquire for a woman who had a familiar spirit; and bad masters often find servants bad employment. He fondly believed, if Samuel would come to his aid, that Israel would yet be safe. Therefore he disguised himself and went to the pythoness of Endor. Oh fie! fie for the king of Israel, when he ought to have been planning the battle, haranguing his troops, and praying to his God, shamefully to have recourse to a woman, the agent of hell. How weak and cowardly, are the wicked when arrested by the hand of justice. The moment heaven lifts up its arm, their spirits droop, and all their boasted strength is fled.

This woman, consummate in her profession, had for a long time had the address to elude the decrees of Saul, who had in pious zeal sought to extirpate such wicked persons from the land. She required an oath of the Lord, that the stranger would not divulge her practices; for secresy emboldens wickedness. Then in hope of reward, she proceeded with her incantations to the powers of hell. Scarcely had she uttered her cries than the vision appeared, and more terrific than she expected. Scarcely had she uttered her fears of death and alarm in the ears of Saul, before Samuel appeared, realizing the anxious wishes of his soul. But what comfort did he bring the prostrate and affrighted king? Comfort he brought him none; and counsel he did not attempt to give; that Saul had always despised. Samuel regarding him now solely as a criminal at the bar, reproached him for his daring wickedness in disquieting the dead, and violating the order of heaven. He then once more apprized him of his ejectment from the throne, and of the election of David; and instead of repeating counsels long contemned, he solemnly passed the sentence of death on the guilty king, in which his sons and most of his army were included. Every sinner may assure himself, that whenever God shall speak, it will be consonant to the language of conscience; for conscience is the echo of heaven in every man’s bosom. We learn consequently the awful state of man when the Lord is departed from him. There is sometimes an annunciation of the sentence of justice, which may be reversed on repentance, as in the cases of Hezekiah’s death, and Nineveh’s destruction; and the thought is very encouraging. But in other cases the Lord passes the sentence absolutely, as in the case of Esau and of Saul; then repentance will not avail. And though Saul’s sentence regarded but his throne, and his life; yet from his conduct after the sentence was first passed on his return from Amalek, we have some fears for his salvation. For there is a period in the scale of crimes when the balance turns, and when grace will no more soften the heart, and the Lord will have no regard to the prayers and tears of the wicked in their affliction. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-11
1 Samuel 29:6. As the Lord liveth. It is very remarkable that Achish should swear by Jehovah. David, it would seem, had converted him to this confession of faith; and therefore he regarded David as an angel of God, as he says, 1 Samuel 29:9.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter exhibits as fine a scheme of the care of providence over David as any in the sacred writings. When the Philistines assembled to fight against Israel, David, with all his forces, of course, assembled with them. And on the review; when they passed before their kings by hundreds and thousands, to have officers appointed, and exhibit a grand martial parade, the presence of David gave umbrage to the princes. Conscious of his superior valour from past experiment, perhaps they were secretly jealous that he would eclipse their glory; but they artfully preferred their objection on the ground of suspicion. And happy was it for David in a double view; first, he avoided giving a sad wound to his country, and a deep stain to his own reputation; and secondly, he returned but just in time to retake the spoil of Ziklag, which Amalek had carried away. How wonderfully does providence undertake the cause of those who seek to please God. Let us learn hence, that God will manage the enmity of our neighbours, and the jealousy of our rivals, for our advantage, while we seek to stand in the divine counsel. For surely no man can read all these tokens of the care of heaven over David, and not admit the doctrine of a particular providence. The hairs of his head were all numbered, and neither Saul, nor the Ziphites, nor any of his foes could do him any harm. Well might he say, The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-31
1 Samuel 30:7. Abiathar brought the ephod. None but the priest could wear this, and as the highpriest could not consult the oracle without the knowledge of his sovereign, Abiathar wore the ephod, and enquired at David’s command, in the place of devotion.

1 Samuel 30:14. The Cherethites; Cretans and islanders who had settled among these less occupied lands.

REFLECTIONS.
How restless and wicked is the heart of man! Shall the earth never be at rest; and shall the wicked never be still? No sooner did the remnant of Amalek, who had escaped the sword of Saul and of David, hear of the war between Philistia and Israel, than they judged it a favourable opportunity to plunder both the countries. And those men and nations who are not reformed by the judgments of God, are not far from destruction.

David, who seemed doomed to adversity, since the day he left his father’s peaceful flocks, had scarcely escaped from the jealousies of the princes, before he found a greater calamity in the burning of Ziklag, and in the capture of both his wives and all the people. This was a heavy stroke. Every man was bereft of his wife, his children, his property: but great trials make manifest the heart of man. They all wept till they could weep no more; the invader was fled, and they had no hope. Revenge on the enemy seemed not in their power; therefore the wicked were resolved to stone David as a criminal for leaving the city defenceless.

Mark now the difference in the characters of men. While the wicked had no consolation but revenge, David had recourse to God; and where else can we go in the day of trouble. He called for Abiathar and the ephod, that he might enquire of God. This was the way to retrieve the calamity, and rise by the counsel and blessing of heaven. The Lord, ever mindful of the promise at his anointing, bade him pursue, and promised him success.

Mark also how providence corresponded with the oracle. They found a servant in the field, cruelly abandoned of his master, but graciously left as a guide to David. They overtook the enemy on the confines of his country, when he supposed all dangers past; when he was making a feast, exulting in his success, and saying, this is David’s spoil! Ah, little did he think that this night God would execute the residue of the sentence, and blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven. And little do the wicked think, during their cups and their feasts, that perhaps the long suspended strokes of insulted heaven are about to be inflicted in the severest manner, and that God will strike them as Amalek and Belshazzar, in the midst of their riot.

David, poor and ruined three days ago, having no hope but in his God, was now rich and victorious. He recovered all the women and children, all the cattle and spoil that Amalek had taken from the Philistines or Cherethites, from Judah, and from Ziklag; he acquired laurels in the estimation of all surrounding nations which faded not away, and was enabled to make presents to the princes of Judah, and others who had showed him kindness in his exile. Oh how much was he indebted to the envy and jealousy of the Philistine princes: or rather, to God who constantly overruled the calamities of this exile for good. Now the sons of Belial who served him of necessity, had their mouths shut. Now they were confounded for having in the violence of passion proposed stoning the Lord’s anointed. And surely the christian cannot but read the character of his God, in all the calamities of David. From the day he left the peaceful flocks of his father, to this day, he had seen little but a succession of afflictions, and afflictions which would have overwhelmed any man who had not the strongest confidence in God; but these calamities were to him always productive of salvation, of honour, and of piety. What then have we to fear from the malice and envy of men? They will fall into their own pits, and their feet will be entangled in their own net.

We learn last of all, that David as a prince was distinguished by equity. He fairly shared the immense booty with the two hundred men who had guarded his baggage, and were detained by extreme weakness. A prince of known probity and honour has the confidence of all his country; and the lustre of his moral character far exceeds the lustre of his fortune and his birth. What then is the confidence we should repose in Christ, the Prince of the kings of the earth? 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-13
1 Samuel 31:6. And all his men; his body guard, brave men who would not survive the fall of their master. But in 1 Chronicles 10:6 it is said, all his house died together. They knew that the Philistines would give them no quarter; and therefore they preferred being enrolled in the list of heroes, which forbids the historian from putting them in the catalogue of suicides.

1 Samuel 31:10. The wall of Beth-shan; in the public street or principal place of the town. 2 Samuel 21:12.

REFLECTIONS.
We now come to the painful close of Saul’s gloomy and tragic life. He was, as many versions read at the first verse, wounded with hypochondria. Therefore, though destitute of the divine presence, and fully apprized of his defeat and final doom; yet he took no warning, but rushed on to his own destruction. Israel was also defeated when they presumed to go up against the people of Amalek, and of Canaan, after the revolt in the desert. Numbers 15. Peter in like manner received a dreadful wound, while warming himself at the fire, in company with the wicked, after he had promised in his own spirit to go with the Lord to prison and to death. May we ever be strengthened with the Spirit’s might in the inner man, or we cannot stand against our foes.

Jonathan, ever faithful as a son, fell with his sire. Oh what tears are due to the memory of so much worth, so much love, so much fidelity, and so much valour in arms. Safety is promised in general to the righteous, but the promise has its exceptions and limits, that all men may watch and fear. With Jonathan two of his brothers fell at the same time, leaving only Ish- bosheth, an inconsiderate son, to perpetuate the memory of Saul.

But while we contemplate this dark and mysterious cloud which overshadowed and fought against Israel on Gilboa, it opens a serene and smiling aspect on the side of David. In the death of Saul, and of his three sons, we see the mountains applained, and the vallies exalted, that the son of Jesse might ascend the throne. This awful defeat therefore of Israel was as a mighty tide, which suddenly turning, raised the country to unrivalled sovereignty and power in the east. How happy then, that David did not avenge himself of Saul in the cave. The Lord in due time undertook his cause, and did for him ten thousand times better than he could have done for himself. And this most distinguished interposition of the divine providence should lead us at all times to abstain from doing evil, and teach us to trust in David’s God.

We cannot however forbear casting a painful look on the reign and death of Saul. All his virtues, all his fine actions, were spoiled by an awful predominancy of bad and implacable passions, which often made him a terror to his servants, and hurried him into disobedience to God. And when the divine justice gave him up to the impetuosity of those passions, or troubled him occasionally by an evil spirit, he would hear no counsel, he would bear no controul. When the Lord answered him not, his high spirit had recourse to the pythoness of Endor; and scarcely had he reached his camp, after receiving his sentence, before the Philistines began the battle, and executed the divine commission. He fled; he was wounded; he invited death, but death shrunk away. He could not bear the insults offered to Samson to be repeated on his person; therefore he fell on his sword. But the fresh wound only encreasing his anguish, he prayed a man spared of Amalek to give him the finishing stroke of death. Saul had indeed cut off that nation in the greater cities, but he had left large remnants of them in corners to trouble Israel, and to finish his life for disobeying God in sparing their lives! Through haughtiness of spirit Saul committed suicide; and can a man guilty of so horrible a crime be saved? If Saul was afflicted with hypochondria, he might be saved; and the Jews speak with confidence of his salvation. But a man in his right mind, who leaves life through disgust, cannot be saved. Entering his Maker’s presence, covered with the foulest of crimes, he will be met with eyes of flame. A voice will say, friend, how camest thou in hither? Thy work was not done; thou hast cowardly deserted thy post. Thou hast invaded the rights of heaven, to make thy calamities subservient of good. Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into outer darkness.

We cannot close the chapter without noticing the gratitude and courage of the men of Jabesh-gilead. Saul had saved them promptly when besieged by Nahash, who threatened them with the loss of their right eyes, and with eternal bondage: and now they saved his body, at the risk of their lives, from ignominy and insults, and interred both his and his sons’ with all the honours due to royalty. It was an act of gratitude worthy to be recorded for the example of other men. 

